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Ethiopia 


Soviet Official Delivers Gorbachev Message 
E41906202389 Addis Ababa in Amharic to Neighboring 
Countries 1600 GMT 19 Jun 89 


[Text] Comrade President Mengistu Haile Mariam 
today received a message sent by Comrade Mikhail 
Gorbachev, general secretary of the CPSU Central Com- 
mittee and president of his country. Comrade Mikhail 
Gorbachev's message to Comrade President Mengistu 
Haile Mariam focuses on bilateral and friendly relations 
and other common issues between the People’s Demo- 
cratic Republic of Ethiopia [PDRE] and the Soviet 
Union. 


In addition, the Soviet leader stated in his message that the 
new peace initiative on Eritrea which was adopted by the 
recent emergency meeting of the national Shengo, was 
timely, and he praised it. He confirmed to President 
Mengistu that the Soviet party and government would 
unrelentingly support the success of this peaceful soiution. 


The message was delivered at the State Council by 
Comrade Yuriy Yukalov, head of the African Depart- 
ment in the Soviet Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


Present at the ceremony were Comrade Ashagre Yigletu, 
secretary and member of the Workers Party of Ethiopia 
{[WPE] Central Committee; Comrade Asrat Wolde, 
member of the WPE Central Committee and PDRE 
ambassador to the Soviet Union; and Comrade Valentin 
DOmutryev, Soviet ambassador to Ethiopia. 


ELF Chairman Interviewed on Current Situation 
P4\11906113489 Rome AVANTIT! in Italian 
1S Jun 89 p 16 


[Interview with Eritrean Liberation Front Chairman 
Omar Burg by Franco Prosper: in Rome, date not 
given—first three paragraphs are editorial introduction) 


| Text] Over the past few days Eritrean Liberation Front 
[ELF] Chairman Omar Burg has had meetings with 
politicians and parliamentarians in Rome in connection 
with the well-known Eritrean question. 


In recent months Ethiopia has been severely shaken by 
risings and separatist movements seeking independence 
for certain ethnic groups, and there is great unrest within 
the Armed Forces themselves following several military 
setbacks. 


Before leaving Rome for further meetings in other Euro- 
pean capitals and returning to his headquarters in the 
liberated Eritrean territories, the ELF chairman agreed 
to answer some questions. Here is the text of the inter- 
view: 
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[Prosperi] My first question is an obligatory one because 
of its topicality. What is the present situation following 
the attempt to oust Mengistu” 


[Burg] The attempt you mention is a power struggle 
within Ethiopia and does not concern the Eritrean peo- 
ple. We are struggling for our national liberation. The 
pro-Western Emperor Haile Selassie was followed by the 
Marxist Mengisiu, and nothing changed. As for Eritrea, 
it has remained an Ethiopian colony. So, for the En- 
treans to become involved in an internal Ethiopian 
matter is a political error with unclear motives. 


{Prosperi] What is the medium- and long-term outlook? 


[Burg] Following some 30 years of armed struggle and 
constant migration, the outlook 1s still dominated by 
politics. Therefore, it is a major step forward that Ethi- 
opia recognizes—in the March Khartoum agreement 
achieved through Sudan's mediation—that the Eritrean 
problem exists and that it must be resolved politically 
(having attempted in vain to .esolve it militarily.) At this 
meeting we accepted the idea of negotiations, as long as 
they are without preconditions and conducted openly 
with a delegation of Eritrean representatives. 


So we agreed on two points: the absence of preconditions 
and nonconfidentiality. The Ethiopians requested 2 
months for the third proposal: an international presence, 
which is crucial for us in connection with UN Resolution 
790/A/5, from which the Entrean question arose. The 
presence will have to include, in addition to the United 
Nations, the OAU, the Arab League, and the European 
Parliament. 


The other aspec' of our blueprint 1s that the Eritreans’ 
national unity must comprise all fronts, including the 
People’s Front. Nevertheless, despite all our efforts and 
the Sudanese Government's efforts to persuade the Peo- 
ple’s Front to take part in the meeting, and despite a 
40-day extension to the deadline for accepting participa- 
tion, it was rejected. The worst point ts the presumption, 
the absurd intention to be the only ones who can 
determine the Eritrean people's future. This is due to the 
very specific fact that none of the fronts can on its own 
speak for the entire Eritrean people. The People’s Front 
is one of the fronts representing part of the Eritrean 
people, as we are. 


[Prosperi] There was recently a meeting in Khartoum 
between former U.S. President Carter and Marxist Eri- 
trean People’s Liberation Front leader Aferworki. What 
do you have to say about it? 


[Burg] First, we hope that the Americans will not repeat 
the mistake made in the past. Carter is entitled to meet 
with whomever he wants. The United States and the 
World Council of Churches can give aid to whomever 
they want. These are free choices. However, we do want 
to clarify the following basic fact: No one front alone 
represents Eritrea or can determine the Eritrean people's 


FBIS-AFR-89-117 
20 June 1989 


future. And neither Carter nor the World Council of 
Churches can establish who should represent the En- 
treans. We of the ELF (a unified organization) do not feel 
bound by any accord to which we were not a party. 


[Prosperi] In your opinion, what factors have hitherto 
prevented the existence of a single great and united 
liberation movement”? 


[Burg] The reasons why it has been impossible to unite 
the Entrean resistance are as follows: fanaticism and 
endless ambitious and egotism on the part of the various 
fronts’ leaders. This is why it will be impossible to find a 
solution without a spirit of national unity that grants 
respect and mutual recognition to the various religious, 
cultural, and linguistic entities. 


{Prosperi] Does Eritrea aspire to independence, or could 
it accept some form of autonomy within the context of 
the Ethiopian Constitution” 


[Burg] Eritrea is fighting for its mghts in a war imposed 
and desired by Ethiopia, which invaded our country 
Ours is an international issue, not an internal issue of 
secession 


[Prospen} Can you can sum up for us the ideology and 
program of the front that you represent” 


[Burg] We are a front fighting for freedom and democ- 
racy in an Eritrea in which every Eritrean can make his 
own political and religious choices without hindrance. 


{Prosperi] Why has it been impossible to date to agree on 
a joint action plan with the Ethiopian People’s Revolu- 
uonary Party, the Ethiopian Democratic Union, and the 
Tigre People’s Liberation Front? 


[Burg] We have already said that we want the Ethiopian 
people to find the mght path of freedom within democ- 
racy and peace, but we must also say that we do not 
belong to the Ethiopian opposition because we are not 
Ethiopians. We are combating Ethiopian colonialism in 
Eritrea and whoever does not recognize our rights to 
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self-determination and national freedom Our stand 
toward the various opposition groups depends on their 
attitude 'o our legitimate mghts. 


Clandestine Radio Notes Station's Ist Anniversary 
EA1906 198989 (Clandestine) Voice of the Oromo 
Liberation in Oromo 1530 GMT 18 Jun 89 


{[Excerpi] The Oromo Liberation Front, which 1s agitat- 
ing, Organizing, arming, and leading the broad Oromo 
masses in the fight for their freedom from slavery, has 
been securing victories on the eastern ard western fronts, 
and the margin of victory over the enemy has been 
increasing. As a result, the Oromo Liberation Army 
{words indistinct] and the enemy forces are being wiped 
out on every side. 


Two trucks full of enemy soldiers [word indistinct] were 
destroyed by a landmine, planted by our engineering 
unit, on | 1 June 1989 as they were being taken from Aso 
Province to [word indistinct’ The Oromo Liberation 
Army has created many problems for the Ministry of 
{words indistinct] in terms of communications, ration- 
ing, and the economy in particular. 


The victory of our fighters over the colonial forces on | 1 
June 1989 holds special significance because it occurred 
on the day that the Voice of the Oromo Liberation was 
celebrating its Ist year of broadcasting in Oromo. 


It should recalled that more than 2,000 Oromo prisoners 
were freed b, our brave forces earlier this month during 
bitter fighting in the Harerge administrative area. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Correction to EPLF Official on Eritrean Affairs 
JIN1506133389 


The following correction pertains to the item headlined 
“EPLF Official Discusses Eritrean Affairs” published in 
the 15 June Sub-Saharan Africa DAILY REPORT, page 
3, column two, in the item's subslug: [First of two-part 
interview with Al-Amin Muhammad Sa‘id, Political 
Bureau member... (changing name to “Al-Amin Muham- 
mad Sa‘id”’) 
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Tambo Rejects De Klerk’s Approach to Apartheid 
MB2006061589 Lusaka Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 20 Jun 89 


[Text] African National Congress [ANC] of South Africa 
President Oliver Tambo said in Stockholm yesterday 
that South African President-designate F.W. de Klerk 
has said and done nothing to inspire hope for a peaceful 
end to apartheid. 


Comrade Tambo was in Stockholm for a meeting of the 
Socialist International. 


He told a news conference that only diplomatic and 
economic pressure and ANC’s armed struggle could force 
South Africa's white rulers toward reform. Comrade 
Tambo said the ANC was concerned (?with the view) that 
the De Klerk administration should be given a chance as 
this will only give opportunity for him to extend apartheid 
and evolve new ways of strengthening 11. 


De Klerk took power from ailing P.W. Botha as leader of 
the ruling National Party in January this year and is 
almost certain to succeed him as president at the Sep- 
tember elections. 


Commentary on ‘Important Shifts’ in Western Ties 
MB2006052389 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0SOO0 GMT 20 Jun 89 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] Growing signs of important shifts in the relation- 
ship between South Africa and Western governments 
have been remarked on before in comment. 


One area in which this 1s reflected is in the burgeoning of 
personal contacts between government and party leaders 
and the major decision takers in Western Europe, in 
particular. 


The latest and most extensive of the initiatives is, by its 
nature, also the most crucial. This week, Mr F.W. de 
Klerk, leader and presidential candidate of the ruling 
party, will hold talks with the heads of government and 
ministers of Britain, West Germany, and Portugal; the 
Italian foreign minister, and, in Switzerland, with Swiss 
bankers and Japanese investors. These are all people 
whose views and policies, for one reason or another, 
matter a great deal to South Africa. They represent the 
core of Western leadership that has stood firm against 
the most destructive demands of the sanctioneers, while 
advocating approaches that could usefully contribute to 
peaceful and democratic solutions in South Africa. 


As the country’s next president, Mr de Klerk will want to 
brief them on his plans for the future, as well as get 
clarity on their intentions. For both sides, the focus is 
mainly on socioeconomic development and sanctions; 
security and the state of emergency; and, above all, 
progress in negotiating political solutions. 
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The meetings take place against a background of {ar- 
reaching new developments both inside South Africa and 
in its role in southern Africa. Inside the country, the mood 
of optimism generated by several major policy statements 
in Parliament has been given impetus by a series of 
meetings between political leaders, from which new initi- 
atives for a national negotiating forum have emerged. The 
logjam in the political debate, caused by the proliferation 
of contradictory demands and preconditions, has been 
loosened as confidence has grown that real political 
progress through negotiation is in prospect. Most notably, 
Western perceptions of South Africa have been influenced 
by recent achievements in promoting stability and coop- 
erative development in southern Africa. 


The dual breakthrough agreement on southwestern 
Africa, providing for both the independence of South- 
West Afrca/Namibia and the withdrawal of Cuban 
roops from Angola, has fundamentally changed the 
framework of diplomatic relations in the region. The 
intergovernmental cooperation and joint economic ven- 
tures that have become possible in the new setting would 
have seemed Utopian just a year ago, and with that 
change has come a reevaluation among outsiders of 
South Africa's role in the subcontinent. 


The situation offers exciting opportunities, as well as 
potential pitfalls. Well-wishers abroad are entitled to 
know how South Africa will tackle the opportunities. At 
the same time, an obligation rests on them to avoid 
aggravating the problems. 


Police Issue Unrest Report for 19 Jun 
MB2006071089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0650 GMT 20 Jun 8&9 


[Text] Pretoria June 20 SAPA—Here 1s the official 
unrest report as received from the South African Police 
Public Relations Division in Pretoria. 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
during the past 24 hours: 


“At Bongeletu (Oudtshoorn) a black man armed with a 
knife attacked a policeman and stabbed him in the face. 
Police fired two rounds of birdshot at the attacker. 
Although wounded, he managed to escape. 


“The injured policeman was admitted to hospital and his 
condition was described as ‘serious’. 


“At Atteridgeville (Pretoria) a large group of blacks 
stoned a municipal police vehicle and overturned 
another vehicle. 


“A municipal policeman was slightly injured. Police 
used tearsmoke to disperse the mob. 


“In another incident in the area, a group of blacks looted 
shops. An owner of one of the shops drove the looters off 
with pistol fire. No injuries were reported. 
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“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale) a group of blacks 
threw a petrol-bomb ai a private dwelling. 


“They attacked the dwelling and in the process, damaged 
two motor vehicles. They fired shots at the occupants of 
the house killing a black youth and wounding two black 
men. 


“At Katlehorg (Germiston) an off-duty special constable 
was shot twice in the back and killed by unknown 
persons,” the report said. 


* Boksburg Events Examined Behind Scenes 
34000539 Braamfontein FRONTLINE in English 
Apr &9Y 


[Text] [Part 1,,, 22-23] 


By the Word and by the Gun 


When the Conservative councillors of Boksburg open a 
newspaper they see themselves portrayed as a bunch of 
mental defectives and moral pygmies; the nation's bad 
joke. They get a little bit cross, and a little bit gloomy. So 
they open their post, and cheer up. It's a one-way traffic, 
almost a walkover. A sampling, from the mayor's files: 

“Staan vas in belang van volk en vaderland.” 

“Don’t budge. We love you.” 

“Congratulations. Natal next.” 

“Dankie vir n’ wit Boksburg.” 

“Nou kan ons weer veilig voel.” 

“| have property in Bloemfontein | would like to 
exchange for property in Boksburg. Here everything 
hangs 1n the air.” 

“Ons sien weer hoop.” 

“We wish you would do the same sober and healthy work 
here in the Cape.” 

“Hoera vir Boksburg. Ons gaan almal by julle vakansie 
hou.” 

Big business has spelt out its priorities. No |: Bucks. No 
2: Blacks.” 

“Fight against these sickening liberals and moneybags.” 
“Please do not deviate under any circumstances.” 


“We the undersigned White Patriots... do hereby record- 
... total solidarity...hope your example will aid the White 
Man even here in Natal.” 


“As julle val, is dit verby met die blankes. Slegs die 
geldmag en die kaffers sal voordeel kry.” 


“| will be doing my shopping in Boksburg where there 
are no hoards [sic] of blacks with dubious intentions, 
e.g., bombs, theft, etc.” 


“Hotnot se kind volhard nie. Hy sal gou agterkom dat 
die omliggende dorpies te ver is vir inkopies.” 


“We are considering emigrating to Boksburg.” 
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“Asa saved Christian, cleansed by the blood of Jesus, my 
bible tells me that mongrelisation 1s a sin.” 


“White buying power is still more than doub!: that of 
blacks, much of which is in any case due to handouts 
which will stop when the CP [Conservative Party] comes 
to power.” 


“With a low crime rate and litter free, you will attract 
more whites.” 


“Nog een saak 1s dat alle anderskleurige werkers in diens 
van die stadsraad summier afgedank word.” 


“I will come to Boksburg and help. Teaching sports to 
whites only | have developed methods which can help 
athletes break worid records.” 


“Ek wil net vir Ooom se baie dankie dat Oom vir ons wit 
kinders optree. Qoom 1s my held. Ek bid vir Oom.” 


Many of the pro-council letters start with “As a patriotic 
South Afncan...”’ or “As a Christian...’ There are frequent 
references to the Bible, notably Deuteronomy 23:2 


After 30 or more good-for-nothing letters comes the first 
attack: *...disgusting, immoral, and anti-South Afnmcan 
My parents were subjected to the same degradation when 
Hitler came to power, a fair comparison | would say.” 


Later there are more: “You disgust me. What is the matter 
with you? We have been showing the outside world our 
good intentions. Now you have set us back 20 years.” 


An anonymous Boksburger “can honestly say tha: | am 
ashamed to admit that I live here. Your action will make our 
schools the targets of revenge. At least | am English, Afri- 
kaans schools are far more endangered.’ Another Boks- 
burger puts his name to his “shame that there is a board of 
European imbeciles running the town of which | am a 
patron.” A Boksburg company says that “adverse publicity 
could have severe negative financial implications.” 


The only anti-letter in Afrikaans is from a builder who 
says “ons land mag nie agteruit gaan nie.” A Boksburg 
businessman thinks: “The whole CP council should be 
put against the wall and shot and then hanged by their 
heels like Mussolini. Woe on them.” The head of Colgate 
Palmolive bluntly applies for his factory to be re-demar- 
cated to fall into Benoni. 


Other examples: 


“Separate Development will occur naturally. Proclaim- 
ing 1s not the answer.” 


“As a Christian I am totally opposed to apartheid.” 


“We will be moving from the Boksburg Industrial Area 
as soon as suitable alternative premises can be found.” 
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“We hereby cancel all advertising in the Boksburg 
Gazette and all support for Boksburg charities and 
clubs.” 


Strong stuff both ways. At last count, 5! anti, 984 pro. 
There are also two neutrals. One demands the same 
number of “non-whites only” signs as “whites only.” 
The other wants the mayor to carefully re-read his Bible, 
but does not specify what conclusion the careful re- 
reading is meant to lead him to. 


{Part Il, pp 24-26] 


[Text] 


Mayor With a Mission 


The mayor has no doubt of the conclusion a careful 
re-reading will lead him to. He carefully re-reads his 
Bible every day and 11 tells him that his sacred duty 1s to 
preserve the white race. Nor is it conceivable that he 
might have misinterpreted re-readings, because The 
Everliving frequently tells him the same thing in per- 
sonal encounters. 


The mayor of Boksburg is an expert on mixed marriages. 
He 1s the product of several and now has one of his own. 
He, Beyers de Kierk, is the English half. He 1s born and 
bred English-speaking, of three-quarters Scottish 
descent. His wife Charlotte, nee Penberthy, is the Afn- 
kaans half. 


Beyers de Klerk knows how mixed marriages come 
about. They come about from people socialising 
together. “If children play together they will want to go 
to school together. They will take that as natural and you 
can't stop them because that would be immoral and 
inconsistent. If they go to school together they will want 
to go to parties together. They will take that as natural 
and you can’t stop them because that would be immoral 
and inconsistent. If they go to parties together then they 
take it as natural to marry each other, and that’s the end. 
That's the end of the white man, it’s as simple as that. 


“Therfore the answer stands to reason. You do not 
socialise together, at any point from the beginning 
onward. Then there is no immorality, no inconsistency, 
and the white man survives.” 


Beyers’ own mixed marriage shows what socialising 
leads to. So do the mixed marriages in his and his wife's 
backgrounds. However, these mixed marriages are fine, 
because they are between Israelites. That is, white west- 
erners, the descendants of one of ‘e lost tribes of Israel. 
They are quite entitled to intermarry. Afrikaner becomes 
English and Englishman becomes Afrikaans but that's no 
problem, they're all Israelites. 


The problem comes up when Israelites mix with non- 
Israelites. That is what The Everliving does not want, 
and Beyers De Klerk will do The Everliving’s will 
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whatever the cost, “even my death or my wife's death or 
my children’s death. That is why the liberals and the 
foreigners picked on the wrong town when they made 
Boksburg the focus of their hysterical campaign to 
destroy biblical standafds. They should have picked on 
Brakpan or Carletonville.”’ 


First and foremost, marrage is De Klerk’s concern 
Other factors come in too—crime, drunkenness, blacks 
fornicating in the parks—bul they are secondary. Even if 
black behaviour was impeccable throughout, nothing 
would fundamentally change. The Everliving has said 
the races must be separate. They can work together, no 
problem. They can and must be mutually respectful and 
decent, but no socialising. Nothing which can lead to 
that ultimate mixing. The Everliving told Beyers de 
Klerk, personally, Beyers de Klerk obeyed 


What then of the apparently different message which has 
been delivered to other churchmen, take Bishop Tutu as 
an easy example? No problem. Tutu ts not part of Israel 
or Judah. The Everliving has no covenant except with 
Israel and Judah. Tutu 1s not involved. De Klerk 1s, by 
birth, although his Scottish/Afrikaans ancestry does not 
quite qualify him for the highest order of Israelite status. 


“The birthright tribe are the English. Their queen ts a 
direct descendant of David. Also their Stone of Scone, 
which is embedded in the queen's throne, is the symbol 
of immortal! authority. The Irish have a special claim 
too, the word “Ireland meaning “Hebrewans” in 
Hebrew. But the Scots and the Afrikaans are also among 
the multitude of nations descending from Jacob. Jews 
are definitely not Israelites. They are not white and 
homogenous. Nor have they ever had kings. In fact there 
are fifteen reasons why the Jews are not Israelites, and it 
is only unfortunate that an error in translation in the 
Bible has led to a confusion in this respect.” 


Having provided a theological rundown, De Klerk turns 
to matters secular. He turns to his estate agency sales 
figures. Commissions amounting to some R 30,000 are 
recorded in a hand-written exercise book. “We're having 
a bumper month. The newspapers tell us that everyone 
shuns us. The figures tell us that people are wanting to 
move in here. Crime is down. The blacks are back in 
town anyway, it’s only the coloureds who are boycotting. 
and when did they ever show any little consideration for 
the blacks? Did they show consideration when they 
became half-white with the Nats?” The blacks don't 
want them.” 

De Klerk summons an employee: “Lucas, kmhier' Tell 
this baas: who gave you your house?” 

Lucas: “my baas.” 

“Who gave you your car?” 

“My baas.” 

“Who gave you your TV?” 

“My baas.” 

“Do you want the boesmaiuis in town?” 

“NEE my baas, boesmans maak kak.” 

“If this baas killed me, what would you do?” 
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“Baas, | would kill him, baas.” 


Beyers de Klerk suggests a tour of the town. We proceed 
from his tiny cubicle in the recesses of his agency (barely 
bigger than the desk in his splendid mayoial office over 
the road—"‘a legacy of the Nats’ profligacy™) to his car 
outside. It takes a long while getting there. Every two 
steps he accosts some client or caller: “Tell this 
reporter—are we buggering up the town?” 


A young English immigrant says: “We used to sneak into 
the bank and sneak out. There were these...er, green ones 
everywhere. Now you can feel like it's your town.” 
Another woman says: “We used to joke, ‘another week 
gone by and still no-one has won the Spot-The-White- 
Man prize’. It’s better now, you don't feel surrounded.” 


De Klerk 1s called to the phone. It is the head of a 
Witwatersrand retail chain, telling De Klerk that his 
Boksburg branch has turned in the comipany’s best 
results. De Klerk urges him to speak to me—““Come on 
man, coming from you, a Jew, that’s what the press needs 
to know.” 


A debate develops at the front counter. One of De 
Klerk’s associates is a Nat. “We call him Lefty,” some- 
one says. Lefty is saying “Ag, you KPs [Conservative 
Party], you're poep-scared of the kaffirs, that’s why you 
want to chase them away.” Others shout him down 
“What do you mean scared?” says one, “Ive shot more 
kaffirs than you've had breakfasts. And then as an 
afterthought "On the border, of course.” A salesman 
chimes in: Well, I'm a Nat too, but I have to admit that 
a lot of peopie are saying that they like coming to town 
again these days.” 


De Klerk finally hustles me off to his large BMW. On the 
revement there is a man of about 30 with an elfin child 
cu. ging to his trouser leg and a pistol visible under his 
jacket. De Klerk demands his view. It is: “The KP is right, 
these blacks have been bringing crime to town.”’ If crime is 
a problem, I ask, why act against blacks as a race instead of 
crime as behaviour? “Well, it 1s the blacks who cause the 
crime.” But not all blacks are criminals, and some whites 
are criminals...” “No,” says the man with the pistol, “I pay 
my rates here and he pays his rates in Vosloorus. This side 
is for me and that side is for him.” I say that I pay no rates 
in Boksburg but he doesn't object to my presence. He 
grunts and walks away shaking his head. 


De Klerk flings his car through Boksburg’s streets with 
zest, relishing in pointing out how few shops are displaying 
the opposition’s anti-discrimination manifesto. “We're 
charging them anyway,” he says. “That pamphlet calis for 
a boycott, it contravenes the Emergency regulations.” 


We pass a closed and barred cafe: “See that,” he says, 
“when you see the stories about all the Boksburg busi- 
nesses closing you'll always see the one in the picture. 
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Why? Because only two have closed. That one because he 
sold shit food and he wants to make excuses. and the 
other one because of a crook deal.” 


What then of the closing of the Ceatury Mail, which was 
scheduled to become Boksburg’s answer to the Carlton 
Centre and is now stalled, a pile of rubble? Ag man, 
Woolworths had already pulled out before we even came 
to power. The thing was in trouble and the OK (the 
major developers) wanted to get out. They use us as the 
scapegoat, but it cuts no ice with the ratepayers.” 


And the CP’s resounding defeat in the only by-election 
since the furore began? “Forget it. That's Issy Kramer's 
seat. He's been Mr Boksburg forever. He even hammered 
the Nats in the last election. We knew we were going to 
lose from the beginning. Wait ull the parliamentary 
election, where that ward is only a small part of the 
constituency. I'm going to stand there, and the Nats are 
going to come short. The Nats are just here for today. 
they're only interested in the rands and cents. We're 
looking beyond, to the future and to our children, and 
the voters are getting to know that.” 


Lunch ts bra’ wurst and sauerkraut at a restaurant along- 
side one of the several buildings De Klerk owns. “I was 
a millionaire at 32, but then I met The Everliving and 
after that | haven't been chasing the stuff so hard. I'm 
still worth a few bob, though.” 


At an AWB [Afrikaner Resistance Movement] rally De 
Klerk had :old a reporter that the AWB was too Left for 
him. What was this about? Ag, those fools on the 
newspapers thought | was joking, or otherwise that | am 
some wildman who wants to eat blacks. Idiots. All I'm 
saying 1s that I'm not settling for a Boerestaat. The AWB 
wants a Boerestaat in the Northern Provinces. What 
does that do to the Boer in Cape Town or PE [Port 
Elizabeth]? It leaves him in the lurch, that’s what. You 
can't do that. You can’t betray him just because he lives 
in the wrong place.” 


Three young English-speaking car salesmen are at a 
nearby table. De Klerk puts his customary bluff demand: 
“Tell this »ressman what's going on.” 


One was at first scandalised by the CP’s move, but at 
Christmas he went on holiday to Durban. “After two 
days I said tc my wife: ‘So it seems we must choose— 
black like Durban or white like Boksburg?’ She said ‘It's 
obvious.’ We packed and came home.” 


What was the problem, bad behaviour? “No we didn't 
see bad behaviour, except that they don't know how to 
queue at the beach shov. rs. It’s that you're out of it. It 
was 99 to | there, that’s totally unacceptable. If you 
could go halfway and then stop, that would be perfect. 
that’s what I'd like, but you can’t. Once you start, there's 
no stopping. Last election I was against the CP, next time 
I'll be for them. I won't be happy about 1, but there's no 
choice.” 
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His colleagues are more hesitant. One says: “I have to 
admit you hear a lot of people, English people especially, 
saying that at least the CP are standing up for the whites. 
It seems the English are going rightward and the Afri- 
kaners are going leftward. If you hear someone really 
furious about the CP, not caring who's listening, that 
person will be an Afrikaner. One guy who was in the 
AWB pulled out after his parks story. He couldn't take 
that. He says white survival has got nothing to do with 
stopping a black ou from resting on the grass.” 


The third salesman talks of the need to go forward, not 
back. The Durban holiday-maker says: “forward to 
what?” No answer. 


For Beyers De Klerk, the backward-forward issue is no 
problem. “The CP is forward, man. There is nothing 
more forward. We're going forward for everyone, includ- 
ing the blacks. They’re better off in their own areas than 
under our shadow. These liberals who talk about 
"moving forward“ are hypocrites. I’m rmght-wing and I 
pay my maid R250. My mother is a liberal, she keeps 
telling me I'm backward, and she pays her maid R80. I 
ask you: what's forward? We want the blacks to be free to 
be themselves, the liberals want them to be copies of the 
white man. What's forward?” 


[Part III, pp 26-29] 


Adjusting Towards the Future 


Councillor Chris Smith lives in Chris Smith Street, 
Boksburg West. He attends council meetings in the Chris 
Smith Room in the showpiece new civic centre. The 
Chris Smith Park is not far off. Chris Smith has left his 
mark. Chris Smith was a Kimberley boy—‘‘but not out 
of the Big Hole, hey” —who came to Boksburg in 1964 
and set up a dry-cleaner. He now owns Hypermotors, 
dealing in used cars on vast scale, plus seventeen Boks- 
burg buildings and interests in more businesses than he 
can remember offhand. He is a bookmaker and a breeder 
and a horseowner—“‘the only thing I never did with the 
geegees 1s ride them.” He is in the top rung of South 
Africa’s pigeon-racers. He paid R5,000 for one bird, a 
national record (although small beer in :he world stakes, 
where Belgian cocks can go for over a hundred thousand 
dollars to Taiwanese enthusiasts). 


During the long Nationalist era, Chris Smith had been 
mayor and chairman of the management committee. 
Now he is leader of the opposition, an eight-man ~aucus 
which ificludes his traditional archfoe Issy Kramer. 
Bedfellows in a common quest to stop the CP. 


It 1s a hard quest. Twelve CPs are lined up against them, 
and Smith says that even in upper-class Boksburg 
West—“the Boere-Houghton of Boksburg”—the com- 
ment that “at last it’s nice to go to town again” is 
standard fare. ““We have to show these people that if the 
CP goes on like this, there soon won't be a town to go to.” 
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Smith is proud of Boksburg, which he sees as more than 
the hub of the East Rand: the Birmingham of South 
Africa. When the Boksburg Bomber, Gerrie Goetzee, 
became World Heavyweight Champion, Smith was there 
in Ohio to represent the boys back home. There is a 
memento in the well-decorated bar of No 4 Chris Smith 
Street, along with portraits of horses and pigeons, a 
selection of risque postcards, and a large framed print of 
Chris standing over a shot elephant. The house boasts a 
jacuzzi and a snooker room; the garden is full of pigeon 
lofts. There are two top-of-the-range Mercedes in the 
garage, and a dog called HNP [Reforimed National Party] 
(“he goes for kaffirs”) at the gate. 


Smith is proud of prosperity; not only his own, every- 
body’s. When he came to Boksburg “clean fighting in 
parts of this town meant using nickel-plated bicycle 
chains.” Now there is no rough area left. The town is 
modernised and orderly from one end to the other, not 
least as a result of the council's sterling provision of 
kerbing, lighting, and upgrading. 


All now at risk, because of the CP. 


As Smith sees it, Boksburg did not actually want a CP 
victory. It was more a matter of upset with the local Nats. 
One councillor had recently been sacked by the Admin- 
istrator. Another was involved in a series of scandals. 
“People felt the Nats had disgraced the town The 
misbehaviour of a couple of Nat supporters reflected on 
the whole Party.” 


Chris himself, returning to politics after a five-year 
break, was elected by a majority bigger than the total CP 
vote. “The people knew me for my honesty and sincerity. 
That's what counts in municipal elections. It’s unbeliev- 
able how little people know about party policies. They 
vote for the man. 


“I'll hand it to the CP, though. They were united and 
determined and they worked like hell. We were resting 
on our laurels. We did a survey afterwards which showed 
that 26 percent of the Nats had stayed away, mainly 
because of disgust with the previous council. Also 
nobody—nobody—had any idea of what the CP was 
going to plunge us into. People saw the CP as firm on 
residential segregation, but no-one believed they were 
going to throw the blacks out of the parks. I'll grant it to 
them that this was their policy all along. We can’t say 
they were misleading. All we can say 1s that nobody took 
their policy seriously, not even themselves, not to that 
extent. 


“Now you have a frustrating situation where people are 
looking only at the short term. A guy can say: ‘well town 
is Quiet, the shops aren't overcrowded.’ He doesn’t think 
of the implications. 


“Mind you, I'm deadly opposed to a boycott. If 1 support 
sanctions against the CP in Boksburg, how can I oppose 
overseas sanctions against the country? No ways. I've 
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called on the coloureds to return. They've made their 
point; there’s no use going on. Say what you like, those 
people are democraticaliy elected. They are going to be 
there for five years no matter what. All we can do ts 
mitigate the harm they cause. 


“The irony is that the CP gained because people wanted 
to punish the government, for economic reasons. Now 
they're seeing what CP control means to the economy, 
and they're saying: ‘phew, give us the Nats rather’. It goes 
beyond economics too. Peop’e tell me that when some- 
one asks where they're from they say ‘East Rand,” or 
‘near Benoni,’ or something like that. One guy was in 
Knysna. He went to a shop and the coloured assistant 
asked where he came from. He said ‘Soksburg’ and she 
said ‘ag s*estog.’ No-one wants that.” 


As Smith sees it, the CP accession has turned municipal 
administration topsy-turvy. “They're raw, man. Not one 
of them has any experience in council conduct. You can 
never finish meetings. Last time we went on until 2.30 
and still the agenda wasn’t finished. I'll grant that they're 
learning fast, but it’s exhausting. They want to make 
politics of every single little tiny thing. In the old days 
Issy Kramer—he was always the unofficial leader of the 
opposition—would propose something, and we would 
look at it and think that looks okay, and anyhow Issy 
wouldn't put it up if it was bad, and we'd accept it. 
Thirty seconds, and we move on. We only fought over 
big things. These people want to fight over everything. 
Anything we put up, they oppose. They seem to think 
they have to beat us down on everything or they are 
showing weakness.” 


Chris Smith hit headlines at the height of the furore 
when he announced that three CP members were ready 
to cross the floor. The three promptly denied it. Smith 
insists he was right. The three, he says, had offered a 
deal: to cross halfways on condition that the Nats agreed 
to vote them in to the management committee. “I 
couldn't accept that,” says Smith. “I'd rather be in 
honest opposition than in power by crooked dealir ¢.” 
Next day all 12 CP councillors stood up at a public 
meeting convened by Groot Koos van der Merwe—the 
CP’s big-gun MP for Jeppe, Groot in distinction to 
Boksburg councillor Klein Koos van der Merwe—-and 
affirmed their loyalty to the CP. “Groot Koos is a strong 
character,” says Smith, “very active in guiding. Can you 
imagine those councillors raising doubts while Koos’ eye 
is on them?” 


For Chris Smith there is a war at stake, to restore 
Boksburg to prosperity. 


“We had already applied for city status, but now there is 
a stigma which will only be thrown off once the CP is no 
longer in control. The Nats will have to come back very 
strongly to get an about-turn from investors. Any CP seat 
which falls vacant will surely be recovered by the Nats 
and then the image of Boksburg will improve again, but 
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if the CP stays solid there is a bicak outlook for devel- 
opment until 1993. Then with the next municipal elec- 
tion we will return to the situation as it was before 
October last year, except of course that there will be Free 
Settlement areas. 


“The Free Settlement approach is the way to cope with 
South Africa’s multi-racial population. We allow mixed 
marriages and we must give those people a place where 
the sun can also shine on them. 


“In my lifetime and yours most areas in South Africa will 
become Free Settlement areas and | am very much in 
favour of that. I'm only scared that at the beginning— 
with all respect to the Indian population—the Indians 
will hijack the elite areas. They are the only oncs, apart 
from ourselves, with economic power. I am going to give 
evidence to the Free Settlement Board that they should 
control the allocation of erven [as printed] to make sure 
that no one race-group monopolises them. 


“Time is not on the side of the white man. We can't 
afford more mistakes, we have already made enough. 
The white man must make the peaceful co-existence of 
the races possible, along logical lines acceptable to all. 


“We must look for realistic things. There is no point in 
talking of a single council for Boksburg and Reiger Park 
as that is against the law. Local government is an Own 
Affair. 


“Damage has been done. The coloureds get used to the 
shops in Benoni or Germiston. They won't just come 
back when the CP backs down. The longer they go on, 
the more people get tuned to shopping elsewhere. Orig- 
inally the issue was the lake, but now the lake is forgot- 
ten. The question has become: ‘do you like town with less 
blacks in the streets,’ and a hell of a lot of people are 
saying ‘yes, ignorant of what they are doing to their 
futures.” 


Politics at Work 


The Boksburg council made a grant to the Boksburg 
rugby club, in honour of the club being admitted to the 
Eastern Transvaal league. A reliable source tells this 
story: “Here was a farce if ever you saw one. In the old 
days, if the club had come to the Nat council and asked 
for a grant, they wouldn't have got a cent. No experi- 
enced council would have given them a cent. It’s out of 
the question, because then what do you say to the 
basketball club and the tiddleywinks club and the rest, 
when they come along with some story about a success 
which brings honour to the town? 


“But the CPs are novices. They don’t know which way is 
up. So they agreed in advance to vote R5,000 to the 
rugby club, on the recommendation of a municipal 
employee who it just so happens is also a patron of the 
rugby club, although they didn’t know that. 
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“Then the Nats got wind of the R5,000, so when the 
matter comes up in council Chris Smith is on his feet and 
says this is a great honour to the town and it deserves 
R10,000. The end is that the club gets R7,500, which is 
R7,500 more than it had actually expected, and the Nats 
core across as the heroes and the CP is left to handle all 
the folicw-up demands they are going to get over the next 
five years from every sportsclub in town. 


“Smart politics, you have tc admit. That's what experi- 
ence does for you. 


“But that’s nothing compared to the time we had the TV 
in the council chamber. 


“The CPs said the indians in Windmill Park were illegal, 
which strictly speaking was true although only because 
the government had stalled unbelievably on giving them 
the permits which they had been tacitly promised from 
the beginning. The CPs wanted them out, and threatened 
to cut off their electricity. Electricity, note, not water. 
You might say it’s drastic to cut off someone’s electricity, 
but it’s much less drastic than cutting off his water. 


“So there is the SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation] with lights and cameras all over the council 
meeting. They pan in close on Chris Smith who speaks 
passionately about how onmenslik and primitive it is to 
cut off people's water. 


“Then there's an interruption and the camera switches to 
the CP’s Gideon Fourie jumping up and down in the 
backg:ound. What Fourie is doing is trying to correct the 
record. He’s saying no, it’s not water, it’s only electricity. 
But the viewers can’t hear what he’s saying. They can 
only see that he is disrupting Smith’s speech. They are 
left with the impression that these coarse CPs not only 
cut off people’s water but also won't even let their 
opponents talk. 


“Smith of course then apologises and says beg your 
pardon, I meant the electricity. But by this time the TV 
news has moved on to the next item and a million 
viewers are left with a bad impression of the CP. Another 
round to the Nats.” 


[Part IV, pp 30-31] 


Strong Emotions of a Confined Soul 


Boksburg Lake has been part of Buchanan Jantjes’ life. 
“It's a lovely lake, very pleasant. Me or my wife might 
say: ‘it’s a lovely evening, let’s take a picnic supper to the 
lake,’ and the children jump and shout ‘yay.’ ‘horray.’ It’s 
been their treat, the lake. You could sit on the grass, 
looking over the water, and feel fine. Strangers greeted 
each other friendly, borrowing salt and bottle-openers, 
children playing. You could be content at the jake. 
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“It was always peaceful. There were no incidents. Only 
the hobos but they weren't bad. You could give them 
some food or coins and they would wonder off. They 
never frightened the children or things like that. 


“The funny thing is: the hobos were all white. You never 
saw black or coloured hobos at the lake. It seems there 
was a hobo custom that the lake was white territory. So 
you had pure white hobos begging from every colour of 
picnicker. Isn"t that funny?” 


Butch Jantjes isn’t laughing. All his life, colour has 
dominated. He's sick of it. He'd begun lately to think 
that his children faced better; that their times would 
have outgrown the colour-coding. He'd begun to glimpse 
his soul at last coming up for release from “solitary 
confinement, that feeling that every black man knows 
and no white has ever tasted.” 


But now look. 


Tears well frequently in Jantjes’ eyes. He is not embar- 
rassed about displaying emotions. He is not apologetic 
about taking apartheid seriously. “Our souls want to 
break free, to real freedom, not artificial freedom. The 
Good Lord gave us happiness, to smile and laugh 
through our pain, but the pain is there. The struggle is 
real.” 


Jantjes’ way of waging the struggle is by constitutional 
means. At 36, he has been chairman of the Reiger Park 
Management Committee for five years. It’s a tough 
position. A school of thought says you can’t wage the 
struggle from within the system; once you serve the 
system you're part of the problem. 


Jantjes once took that view himself. Back when Group 
Areas threw his family out of Albertville, where he had 
been born like both his parents before him, he took that 
view a very long way. He was into “wild things” back 
then, so wild he doesn't want to think about them now. 


However, wild things weren't achieving very much. 
Jantjes graduated, as he sees it, into an understanding of 
strategy—into using the powers the system provides, 
small as they may be and odious their basis. After a spell 
in the Labour Party, he is now with the United Demo- 
cratic Party—the official coloured opposition, no rela- 
tion to the United Democratic Front. 


He's used to the stories about “toothless dogs” and “toy 
telephones,” and unfazed. ““We acquire certain simple 
practical powers, which we can use both to fight the 
struggle and to make people's lives better in the 
meantime.” 


Jantjes’ job as deputy principal and Afrikaans teacher 
(“Strange, for an English-speaker’’) leaves afternoons for 
marking and preparation. In fact his quietly elegant 
klinker-brick home with its sourvenirs of his Comrades 
runs is as busy as a railway station. 
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One caller is a humble cap-in-hand labourer who speaks 
in the deferential third-person—“Ek wil Meneer ver- 
soek..." Another is a hearty professional who doesn’t 
disguise his regret at having to invoke Jantjes’ aid. “A 
non-voter,” says Jantjes of the latter. “He refuses to 
recognise apartheid structures, but he still needs help 
from those of us who use them. The middle-class people 
say we are collaborators but if we quit they would want 
us back as soon as they had a problem. 


“We had a 42-percent poll, and you can no longer say ‘ja, 
but half the people aren't registered.’ With the new IDs 
everyone is registered like it or not. The lists include 
people who have died or moved, so 42 percent is really 
an understatement. Of course many people don’t care 
about politics at all. Of those who do, I would say that 80 
percent support participation. The others are articulate 
and very loud, but a minority. We can’t give in to them, 
and if we did, that would be the end of the Save 
Boksburg Committee [SBC]. Th< Security Police would 
round up everyone in five minutes. Our role, as elected 
representatives within the system, protects the SBC.” 


The SBC is an uneasy coalition of Reiger Park’s pro- 
participation and anti-participation leaders. For the time 
being, the hatchets are semi-buried under a common 
cause; bash the CP. 


For the time being the common cause is overwhelming, 
but bencath it the cracks are deep. What happens when 
an election comes up, and half the SBC are seeking office 
in bodies the other half are determined to destroy? 


For the time being there is a carnival atmosphere. 
Saturday buses to Germiston and Benoni are decorated 
like rag floats and ring with morale-boosting choruses. 
Reiger Park is a national hero. A local leader was at a 
conference in Cape Town, where “when someone said | 
was from Reiger Park, I suddenly became a kind of god.” 


Beneath it, for many the stayaway is a huge nuisance. 


You can walk from Reiger Park to Boksburg. Benoni is a 
foreign town. Some Reiger Park people are insular 
beyond belief, like the South Devon Englishman who 
sees North Devon as another country. Even with spon- 
sored buses, shopping in Benoni requires timing and 
planning, and then you get Culture Shock. 


The CP says there is intimidation. Jantjes scoffs, “The 
only intimidation is from them. Their traffic cop: 
pounce on our buses. If they can’t find smooth tyres they 
find a noisy exhaust. 


“They've started their own bus, in and out of here ail day 
trying to get people back to town. Nobody uses it. People 
hate it, but not even one bottletop has been thrown at it. 
Where’s the intimidation?” 
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When the CP took over in Boksburg there was a disrup- 
tion in the normal contact between the two town coun- 
cils. It was three months before Jantjes led his men into 
what they saw as a crucial meeting with their new 
counterparts. 


“The CP people were already seated, at the top of the 
room. We were shown to seats at the bottom. They did 
not get up to greet us or introduce themselves. 


“We thought we were going to a meeting, but they said it 
was an ‘interview’. They lectured us that they are elected 
and we must respect their policies. Then they said we 
must come back to their shops. So we saw that we must 
respect the'r policies while they could igno: 


“They said businesses were going under. |‘ . was news 
be-ause they had always denied anyone we op under. 
Then they said it wasn’t their people who ~<.. going 


under, it was only Jews and others who hadn't voted for 
them. Then they said the interview was finished. 


“They stayed seated while we left. Refreshments had 
been laid out. When we got outside we could see them 
through the window, drinking tea and chatting.” 


For Jantjes, that was the end of the line. “You can’t even 
say they treated us like stepchildren, they would treat 
stepchildren better. And the way they talked about Jews 
made me feel sick. I know about being disparaged 
because of your race. | never want to hear any of that 
again, about anybody, coloureds or Jews or blacks or 
Afrikaners, anybody. 


“The CP’s propaganda is about how they respect every- 
one, they don’t think ill of anyone, they only want to 
preserve their own identity. But you realise that this is 
just public relations, their cover for a basic outlook of 
contempt. I've heard too much now. I've had enough of 
contempt, subtle or blatant, both. This episode has 
revived our anger. We've been hibernating, now we are 
awake. The whole fiasco has invigorated the passive 
politician in people. You can hardly believe the contrast. 
Councillors’ house meetings and report-backs are sud- 
denly packed. People are buzzing with a new vigour.” 


Not always always with anticipated effects. Jantjes has 
made Reiger Park's sportsground available to both the 
white athletes who now refuse to use Boksburg’s Prince 
George Park, and the Africans who are barred from it. 


“Now we have people complaining that this is our 
sportsground, the whites and the Africans have their 
own. When we let the Democratic Party hold a meeting 
in our community hall, some people said that these were 
white politicians, they should go to white areas. 


“To some people, open facilities means that other people 
open their facilities to you. To me, open facilities means 
that we open up too. We must practise what we preach. 
But not everybody in Reiger Park sees it that wav.” 


FBIS-AFR-89-117 
20 June 1989 


A block from Jantjes’ home there is a park known as 
‘“‘Maseru.” Jantjes says the name reflects people’s desire 
to be in a different country. Maseru adjoins a large lake, 
but a rim of reeds blocks access. I ask Jantjes why his 
council does not cut away the rim. He talks vaguely 
about expense and how the water at the Reiger Park end 
is polluted by cyanide from the mines. He seems eva- 
sive—oddly, given the directness of all else he has been 
saying. 


Later I mention this to another Reiger Park person, who 
says: ““You don’t understand. Within a year or two of the 
time that we all become equal South African together, 
that lake will look good. Until then, no.” 


[Part V, pp 32-33] 


Test-Tube of the Nation 


In his youth Henty Jeffreys didn’t know there were 
meant to be four population groups. He thought there 
were two: Whites and People. Nor did he know of a 
phenomenon he later learnt a lot about: that “often 
coloureds are rejected as much by the Africans as by the 
whites.” 


Actonville, where he was born 34 years ago, was not a 
Native township or a coloured one or an Asiatic one. It 
was Benoni’s township. Stirtonville was similar, Boks- 
burg’s township. Neighbours were neighbours. Even the 
gangs were mixed. 


Nonetheless it was best to be coloured. Coloureds didn’t 
need passes, coloureds get better jobs, and there was a 
social gradation: lighter skin, higher status. 


“The whites had said ‘you coloureds, you may not be 
much good but at least you’re better than that other lot’. 
People wanted to become coloureds. Some changed their 
names—Ndlovus to Olifant, Mtimkulus to Grootboom, 
and so on.” 


In the sixties ethnic purification reached the East Rand. 
Stirtonville’s Africans were moved out to Vosloorus, tak- 
ing half Stirtonville’s names—Mabuya street, Ramashala 
street, etc.—with them. 


Coloureds were moved in, Jeffreys’ family among them. 
They were taken from pockets in white areas, like 
Edenvale, and from townships which became Indian, 
like Actonville, and townships which became African, 
like Alexandra, and consolidated into twelve coloured 
townships. 


One was Stirtonville, which was renamed after Van 
Riebeeck’s flagship: Reiger Park. The Dromedaris and 
the Goedehoop were commemorated in a newly name- 
less street and a newly purified school. 
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Reiger Park thrived, not least because its labour pool 
dovetailed with a giant employer, Standard Telephones 
& Cables [STC]. To this day STC has the same relation- 
ship to Reiger Park as Anglo American to Welkom, or 
Guinness to Dublin. 


Early on, a trend which Jeffreys calls “colouredism” took 
root. “There had always been people who wanted a 
separate existence for coloureds. There was even a rank 
order of coloureds. In my family there were brothers 
classified ‘Cape Coloured’ and others classified ‘Other 
Coloured’, which caused a problem because the ‘Cape 
Coloureds’ were supposed to be the real thing. 


“Guys of my generation really grappled with our iden- 
tity. It took Biko to explain to us that we were black too, 
and that punched a hole in the super-coloured thinking. 
Then Tricameralism appeared, and the animosity which 
came with it knocked a lot of stuffing out of what was 
left. But colouredism hasn’t died, in the north west Cape 
especially. Try telling the coloureds there about non- 
racial democracy!” 


In the young Reiger Park parties like the Coloured 
National Party and the Federale Kleurling Volksparty 
fought coloured elections on coloured tickets under 
Oranje Blanje Blou banners. “There was a witchhunt for 
impure coloureds. People with suspicious surnames were 
driven out. So were people linked to independent 
churches. The poor guys couldn't grasp it. They'd been 
flying their church flags for years. Suddenly there were 
posses coming round, saying they were black, they must 
leave.” 


By the seventies, Reiger Park was thoroughly de-Africa- 
nised. In 1981 it became de-Indianised too. A short and 
violent storm centreing round the local Mr Big, one Abie 
Gungadin, wiped out most of the residual Indian pres- 
ence. Reiger Park settled into a groove. Political grum- 
bles were a suppressed background noise. 


October 1988 changed everything. 


“The CP did us a .:avour,” says Jeffreys. ““The Nats had 
lulled us. They were smooth and sophisticated and 
talked of ‘together’—‘we must solve problems together’. 
We were fooled. We'd say ‘well, they’re mannerly, we'll 
be mannerly too’. But they treated us as second-class, 
they thought of us as second-class, and when the facades 
slipped they talked of us as second-class. 


“The CP made us realise we were stupid. They've put it 
in the open, and shown us that our battle is not just with 
the CP. It’s with the Nats too and with the white people 
of Boksburg, who were quite happy that we were 
excluded from half the rights of residents, as long as 
no-one made a fuss. 
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“These guys now campaigning on our behalf—ait’s only 
fair that we ask ‘Where have you been”’ There ts a very 
real feeling that they're not doing it from the heart. 
They're doing it from the pocket. Their line is ‘If we do 
A, B, and C, will you come back to the shops?’ 


“We had a big bullet to bite, bringing parliamentary and 
non-parliamentary factions into the Save Boksburg 
Committee. You take an hour al every meeting reconcil- 
ing the anti-system people ‘It's okay, you're not selling 
out.” Then another hour reassuring the parliamentary 
crowd ‘Don’t worry, it’s not a communist plot.’ 


“Each side has legitimate problems. It's true there are 
guys who want to see drama, bullets, cops going wild, 
anything to hasten the revolution. You can’t blame the 
parliamentary people for being jumpy. And the other 
side has a hard time from people who want to know how 
we can collaborate with collaborators. Bear in mind that 
to many people the coloureds who use the government's 
structures are worse than the government itself. One 
night someone actually called Jac Rabie a collabora.cr, 
outright. It’s a miracle we held together after that one.” 


Jeffreys, formerly the editor of Beeld’s coloured Ekstra 
and now a conspicuously successful executive in a well- 
known firm, won't take part in any constit::tional system 
which places him in a racial category. “That's out, mght 
out. Don’t even talk about it.”” But he has little time for 
revolutionary big-talk and no hesitation about co-oper- 
ating with the in-the-system faction, much as he wishes 
they would change their minds. 


“Working with them, we create a stronger community. 
We're open enough to admit that it can't last. But for the 
moment there is truly united sense of anger. The two 
groups are getting to know each other. The pro-partici- 
pation crowd are seeing that the rest of us are not just 
mindless radicals. We have laughs together, we have the 
same aims; they're understanding our thinking. 


“At the same time the affair has indicted the system 
more than ever. On the same day two lots of people were 
elected to the same nominal jobs. One lot, in Boksburg, 
goes ahead and does exactly what it was mandated to do. 
The other, Reiger Park, can only look on impotently. by 
the powers vested in them, they can do nothing. The 
system is loaded against them. They're meant to be quiet 
and tame, and if they make a noise the whites will crack 
the whip. In its own mght, our management committee 
couldn't do what we are doing now. They can only do it 
through the Save Boksburg Committee, working with the 


people. 


“It 1s abundantly clear that the majority want them to 
resign from government structures. If they walked out 
the government could no longer get away with the lie that 
reform is working. In the township we'd go the Alexan- 
dra route, dealing through civic associations with an 
administrator who has actual powers. That would be a 
big improvement. 
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“The CP is helping, by treating the system with such 
contempt. Where the Nats soft-soap their ‘junior part- 
ners’, the CP humiliates them freely, unconcerned about 
their credibility.” 


Jeffreys sees Boksburg as the nation’s test case. “If the CP 
wins, there'll be a rampage all over the country. While we 
are fighting them here, they are held back, but if we 
crumble they'll go wild. Some people say “huh, typical 
coloureds, worned about Group Areas and Separate 
Amenities’, but they miss the point. It’s not just about 
amenities, it's about which direction this country goes 


“People become impatient. If just a hundred people say 
‘we're fed up with inconvenience, let's go to town’. we've 
had it. The whole effort would collapse. Yet we don’t 
want to cripple Boksburg. It's our town too, never forget 
that. And it’s vital that we stick to honourable means. It 
would be easy to run a violent campaign. We're doing it 
the hard way. 


“One taxi guy openly derounces the whole effort. People 
want to moer him, and we have two hold them off. 
Meantime he’s working on other drivers. It's tempting to 
say we'll blacklist scabs, but then we're on the slide to 
intimidation. Once discipline breaks down any tsotsi can 
beat people up and claim it’s for the cause. Also, disci- 
pline holds off the police. They know the Emergency 
regulations, but they leave us because there is no intim- 
idation. If any hint of intimidation crept in, they'd 
hammer us. 


‘So far the solidarity has been stunning. When the tax: 
guys were getting agitated we didn't even have to put our 
case. A taximan—a simple guy, not political—said ‘It's 
not about whether somebody is making a quicker buck 
than you. It’s about how you personally respond to these 
people who are trampling us’. He said it so movingly the 
taximen fell in line on the spot. At another meeting a 
very old man said he’s waited all his life for the end of 
apartheid. Now he was soon going to die and he hadn’t 
seen it, it was up to us to do better than his generation. 
You hear that sort of talk and you resolve that nothing 
on earth can sway you. 


“It 1s going to be a long campaign, and costly. The 
committee pays R200 for a bus to Benoni. Fully loaded, 
we get R120 in fares. We're subsidised by sympathetic 
companies. But for how long? On the other hand we have 
weapons we haven't used yet. We haven't even started 
tightening the screws. We will work on the multi-na- 
uionals. If they don’t listen, we'll go abroad to the parent 
companies. We must also join forces with Vosloorus. 


“One problem is the kind of person who says: ‘But why 
are they doing this to me? I am a Coloured man’, as if it 
would be alright if only Africans were on the receiving 
end. We need to bring those guys round, show them a 
future where they don't need to be frightened of the 
blacks. 
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“We don't deny the difficulties. But we wall not rest until 
we have achieved one town with one council, as the 
launch pad in the larger struggle for one country with one 
people. Okay, some of us have been saying that for a long 
tume, but now we mean business. We've been spurred 
like never before.” 


[Part VI, pp 34-35] 


Dropping the Ship Out of Township 


In the year of the necklace, 1986, Sydwell Mofokeng »’ ° 
26 years old and the chairman of Vosloorus manageme ut 
committee. When the rent boycott came to town, Mofo- 
keny’s council did not hang around. “We were very 
clever. We focussed on the five main streets. In each 
streei we picked three houses which had not paid. We 
carefully picked the houses of the loudest and fiercest 
comrades. We put the people out and we locked the 
doors. For three days they had their furniture on the 
pavements, worrying about thieves and weather while 
the buses and taxis drove by and everyone saw. The 
comrades were trying to say ‘don’t pay rent, don't pay 
rent’, while their own arents were crying ‘pay rent, pay 
rent’. After three days, the boycott was over.” 


Ever since, says Mofokeng, the revolutionaries have 
been on a losing wicket. “They can’t get in here. This is 
a very conservative community. Every house has elec- 
tricity and running water. Every street is tarred. And we 
have been clever. If a civic organisation is formed we 
quickly get in touch, before someone usurps it. We find 
the chairman, we speak to him, enhance his status, make 
him feel important. We take away that element which 
makes him think that councillors are horrible people or 
collaborators. We say: ‘Only if we do not fulfill our 
promises can you call us collaborators’. 


“They end up working with us—the Mabuya Park Crisis 
Committee, the Vosloorus Progressive Party, the 
Masimine Residents Committee...they start off to rival 
the council, and end up helping us hand out notices. 


“By now the comrades mean nothing. There are just a 
handful of them. We let them blow off steam. Two 
months ago a bunch of confused rabble came barging in 
to disrupt a meeting. I held out the microphone. | said 
‘Here, come. You've got something to say? Come right 
up and say it.’ They were so surprised, ha. They came up 
and started talking about puppets, oppression, capiial- 
ism. all that. After a few sentences the people were 
shouting them down. The ordinary people of Vosloorus 
were shouting ‘voertsek’, ‘get off the stage’. The com- 
rades didn’t want (o listen, so the ladies—ladies!—came 
up and pushed them off the stage and out the door. They 
will never put their heads up again.” 


For Mofokeng, Boksburg’s new apartheid 1s not exactly a 
mortal blow. Yes, his human dignity 1s impaired, etc. He 
has said so 1n press statements, and has joined one of the 
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anti-CP committees (the Boksburg Alliance, the moder- 
ate one, all white apart from himself). But at the same 
time: “Man let's keep things in perspective. This whole 
country 1s one mass of apartheid. When you come down 
to it, what's a lake, really?” 


What it isn't, is 22 percent of Vosloorus’ income. Before 
the CP, 8 percent of Vosloorus’ money was spent in 
Vosloorus. Today Mofokeng estimates 30 percent and 
has high hopes for a further rise. 


The CP galvanised Vosioorus business. Even beforehand, 
Vosloorus had been unusually well advanced by township 
standards. Its shopping centre looks more like a mini- 
Eastgate than like the traditional scruffy plaza. It's “first 
world,” for those who set store by that odd term. 


Nonetheless there was the standard problem of township 
business. Small traders acquired goods in small quanti- 
ties at high prices, and—often—slapped on sky-high 
mark-ups. There was a fair element of the usual township 
convention that serious shopping would be done in the 
white towns, and township shops would make out 
mainly from the afterthoughts. 


For years there had been the usual vague talk about the 
possibilities of making a real go of local business—of 
buying in bulk, of forming syndicates, of actually com- 
peting with the big white chains for the real action. In 
short, ambitious intentions which no-one took very 
ser.ously. 


Then came October, and all of a sudden the ambitious 
intentions began to look real. How far this has actually 
gone, FRONTLINE couldn't assess. Some traders say 
that new and go-ahead systems are already in full swing. 
Others, including some who are supposed to be part of 
the new systems, say they're still in planning. 


What is certain is that the idea of making a real go of it 
is very much more firm than it was before Boksburg’s 
lake went whites-only. The focus and the fuss adminis- 
tered a jolt. Now there are people gripped by a vision of 
Vosloorus becoming a full-scale economic entity, selling 
not just casual beers and Cokes and underpants, but suits 
and vehicles and raw materials. 


Sydwell Mofokeng is one of these people. “Look, let's be 
honest: We don't really have a fight with the CP. We 
have a fight with the Nats. The CP is only making use of 
the Nats’ laws. Of course, I'm totally committed to 
Opposing discrimination in all its forms, and so on, but 
that is not the only thing I am interested in. | am also 
interested in a prosperous Vosloorus. This CP thing has 
shown us the way. The way is to put black money into 
black business. 


“We already have the biggest shopping centre of any 
township in the country. We have a second coming up, 
with 41 shops and | 7 offices, as soon as we fight off a Jew 
business which is trying to challenge us by setting up on 
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our border. In time Vosloorus 1s going to be part of a 
huge black metropolis which will be known as Kathorus. 
That is, Katlehong, Thokoza and ourselves, along with 
Spruitview. We are going to be as big as Soweto. Are we 
gc, to be just a dormitory township, with people 
n.aking their money in the white towns and then going 
back to the white towns to spend it? Or are we going to 
be a fully fledged town with our own industries, gener- 
ating a real economy? “The architects of apartheid were 
clever. They designed us to be dormitories. But we are 
going to be more clever. We are going to outwit them.” 


It is with outwiiting in mind that Mofokeng got involved 
in council affairs. In 1985, when several Vosloorus 
councillors quit under the pressures of the era of ungov- 
ernability, he barely noticed and cared not a whit. He too 
had taken it for granted that the councils were puppets. 
Then Mofokeng’s father, a police sergeant and a leading 
figure in the township's ex-Stirtonville establishment, 
was approached to stand for the council. He declined, 
and his backers said “Well what about your son, then?” 
Sydwell was aghast. Was he to become another puppet, 
joining the uneducated opportunists who sold their souls 
for a twopenny power over the granting of licences? 


However, things went from bad to worse. The township 
was rudderless. Chaos was on the rise. “I began to realise 
that many of the councillors were trying to do good, but 
they didn’t know how. I realised that if people like 
myself, with skills and ability, refused to get involved, we 
would sink deeper.” 


Sydwell stood. Five months later he was chairman. 
“People respected my intellect. | had been highly 
involved with the community, and I had been running 
my Own management consultancy.” 


In last October's elections he was re-elected. He got 
1.044 votes to his opponent's 25, one of which was 
Mofokeng's. “I voted for him to console him. Better a 
man who tnes and fails than one wh never tries at all.” 


Meanwhile Mofokeng had got involved with FIDA, the 
Federal Independent Democratic Alliance. “I came to a 
FIDA seminar to get tips on how to run local affairs, but 
1 soon realised that I knew more than they did. Maybe | 
am a born leader. I took over that seminar and then 
FIDA asked me to join them to train councillors.” 


Now Mofokeng works for FIDA. He sits in offices 
decorated with anti-communist posters. One conjoins a 
picture of Allan Boesak with a slogan denouncing “The 
Gospel According to St Marx.” Another shows Hitler 
and Stalin over the phrase ‘“Two Faces of One Ideology.” 


Mofokeng is well aware that FIDA is widely perce'ved as 
a government put-up. Once that would have worried 
him. Now no more. “The time for posturing is over. We 
have a!'owed loud-mouthed minorities to carry the day. 
They do not speak for the ordinary citizen in the street, 
and they have done nothing for him. The question is: do 
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we make actual progress or do we shout from impotence? 
Sound communities start with sound local authorities. 
National politics is another matter. There's no point in 
Chris Heunis trying to get us into this non-starter nego- 
tiating forum of his. We're not mandated for that. We're 
mandated to handle bread-and-butter township con- 
cerns. If they want to handle the national issue they must 
unban the banned parties and have a proper national 
election. Then those parties would come nowhere; igno- 
rant people would stop talking of them as the ‘authentic 
representatives’ of the blacks; and South Africa would be 
straightened out. Meanwhile we use our power in local 
authorities to create as much soundness as possible.” 


[Part VII, p 36] 


Indifference Rules 


The first inhabitants of Vosloorus were the people kicked 
out of Stirtonville, a stone's throw from Boksburg’s 
centre. They thought of themselves as Boksburgers and 
they brought a Boksburg connection with them. They are 
now a small minority in Vosloorus but they are its 
aristocrats. (“If you want to see apartheid,” says a 
resident, “look how the Stirtonville people treat the rest 
of us.”’) 


Largely through their influence, Vosloorus continues to 
be known as “Bokburg’s township.” In fact the link 1s 
slim. Alberton is closer, Benoni and Germiston not 
much further. Transport had indeed always been 
designed around a Boksburg axis, but since Boksburg’s 
CP bowled its googly that has been changing. Tax: route 
regulations are being revised to make it as easy to get to 
Alberton or Benoni’s shops as to Boksburg’s. (For a few 
weeks, there were also subsidised buses to the other 
towns.) 


Vosloorus is well equipped with its own amenities, and 
has acquired a middle-class reputation, attracting people 
who want peace and quiet. Many of them see Vosloorus 
as their village and Johannesburg as their city, and never 
go near Boksburg. What do they feel about the CP and 
petty apartheid” 


In Mthimkulu’s bright and spacious supermarket cus- 
tomers speak freely when asked about the Boksburg 
boycott. Most know about it but few know the reason. 
Some thought it was another of the general stayaways 
they have known in recent years. Some said it was “buy 
black” campaign and others maintained that Boksburg 
had made a law that blacks were not allowed to shop 
there. A few said it was to punish Boksburg for closing 
their facilities. None had seen any pamphlets or expla- 
nations. 


One man says: “I’m not interested in these little things. 
There is a greater tide coming which not even the 
government and the army can stem. The problem must 
be tackled by the roots; what does it matter whether there 
is a whites-only sign at a lake?” 
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Another: “We must grasp every chance to fight the 
system. We need to assert ourselves, and here is a 
wonderful opportunity.” 


A group of schoolboys, hearing reporters asking qves- 
tions, came up to say: “The trouble here is people don’t 
want to listen. They won't realise that fighting Boksburg 
is part of our struggle, and unfortunately we do not have 
the machinery of forcing people into doing as they are 
told like the youth in Soweto has.” 


A common view is that the whites of Boksburg are 
low-class people frightened of black success. A nurse 
said: “We are fighting a bunch of semi-literates who 
cannot stand to see us making progress. They want us to 
be down and miserable.”’ Another person said: “You 
have to understand that Boksburg’s whites are inferior to 
yours in Johannesburg. They are so low down they do 
not even have a golf course. The only golf course in the 
whole town is the mine’s course.” 


A shop manager said: “What is happening is good, 
because it makes the coloured people realise that whites 
do not want them. It has made them identify with us.” 
Another person disagreed: “The coloureds picnic at the 
lake and use the town hall. It is not as if they are doing us 
a favour. It’s their battle, not ours.” 


The beerhall manager: ““You don’t just go to town for 
groceries. You go to a movie or a restaurant or window- 
shopping. People go to Johannesburg. Why would we 
worry about Boksburg?” 


Outside the beerhall a group of men laughed about the 
idea of going to the lake. One said that as long as he was 
in his right mind he would not go to the lake, regardless 
of whether the law allowed him. “Imagine the ducktails 
catching me there.” 


A shopper loading his car said: “This whole thing 1s a 
hoax. Even before the Conservatives. blacks were not 
allowed to use the Putt-Putt course at the lake. So what's 
new?” (The course manager confirms that his council 
lease has always stipulated whites only. “When non- 
whites come, I politely turn them away.”’) 


One man said: “Whenever the whites use up their energy 
squabbling with each other, that must be welcomed as it 
will bring liberation closer.” Another said: “When did 
we become allowed to use the lake? It had always been 
for whites. | never heard it said that we could go there, 
until now I hear that once again we can't go there.” 


A woman said: “The nicest thing was on TV when the 
whites of Windmill Park [a troubled mixed suburb of 
Boksburg] had a braaivleis with the Indians there. I hope 
they showed that on American TV."° NCM and DPB 


[Part VIII, p 38] 
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Gritted Teeth of a Local Hero 


It would take a lot of paper to record all the committees 
and boards on which Issy Kramer has served. Either that 
or small handwriting. Sports, charities, Boksburg affair- 
s...public service is Kramer's line. In Boksburg he is 
regarded as the captain of the liberal team. After 31 years 
on the council, half the town has been among his pet 
projects. “Prince George Park is my baby. | stopped 
them demolishing it for a new CBD [Central Business 
District] 1s Issy’s baby too. He has babies in every second 
street. 


For Kramer, council work has been satisfying work. 
From UP [United Party] days onwards his has been a 
minority voice but a respected one. The Nats named 
facilities after him, some distinction for an opposition 
man, and even put him in as mayor for a term. 


Now it is no longer satisfying. “Until the 26th October 
this was a happy multi-racial community. Now all we 
have built up is being ruined. All we can do is grit our 
teeth and salvage what we can. 


“It's a grind now The Conservatives are impossible. All 
along, every councillor has had a portfolio, but now they 
give all the jobs to the CP and the opposition get nothing. 
We have three lawyers on our side, completely wasted 
because the CPs want to hog every role. 


“There never used to be nastiness and stabbing in 
debates, but these guys are something else. Most of them 
have no skills to speak of, nothing but their white skins 
to rely on. Now they're full of self-importance, running 
around calling each other ‘raadslid’ all the time.” 


After Kramer was reported as saying that “anyone who 
now invests in Boksburg needs his head read,” the CP laid 
charges under the Emergency regulations. They threatened 
to sue, and to rename Kramer Street and Kramer Park. 
That blew over when the newspaper, of its own accord, 
announced that it had misquoted Kramer. Yet Kramer 1s 
less than apologetic. He points at the furniture shop 
outside his window and says: “If you come to me as your 
attorney and say ‘should I invest in that building?’ what 
must I tell you? I have a duty to you. Must I tell you ‘yes, 
it’s all systems go”? I cannot tell you that. | must tell you 
that business is going down; that rates are going to go up; 
that the people who are saying how nice it is to have no 
crush at the shops are soon going to be paying higher 
residential rates; that because of the name the town has 
acquired values are going to drop. 


“I don't want to see Boksburg have hard times. I own 

property here. | want to see prosperity, but we're not 

ing to see it under this lot. They mustn't try to blame 

- for telling the truth; they must blame themselves for 
ising the problem.” 
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Kramer's law practice consists largely of criminal work, 
with mainly black clients. “I like blacks. They don't 
bullshit you, unlike the whites. And they pay cash, or if 
they ask for terms they stick to them. There are few nicer 
people than biacks and coloureds and Indians. | mix with 
them more than whites now, which I'm sorry to say your 
high society in Johannesburg do not do. They just talk 
politics all the time; it’s time they mixed with the people 
a little, and got to understand them. I have Indian 
clients, they come to my house any time they want, 
absolute gentlemen. I know coloureds and blacks, and | 
hear from them what they think. They are outraged by all 
this, all of them. I've had mineworkers telling me ‘no 
baas, we can’t go to Boksburg any more, the whites there 
are bad people’. When you've given a man a right, you 
can’t take it away. 


“Treurnicht is a man of the cloth. Can he truly not 
realise that he’s dealing with the dignity of man? A man 
of the cloth, like that? My daughter had to fill in a form 
and where it said ‘race’ she put ‘human’. That's what we 
should all be doing. Look at the coloureds; they're closer 
to us than they are to the Indians or the blacks. 


“What would it matter if coloureds were living in our 
areas? We should be preserving standards, not colour. It 
should be a class thing. I don’t want low-class people next 
door, I don’t mind what colour. Okay, it’s true that 
there’s hypocrisy; that the Nats have their own racial! 
rules etcetera, but the big thing 1s that what you've given, 
you can’t take away. 


“It's tragic, what the CP has done to the coloureds. The 
coloureds have always been a placid, passive, commu- 
nity. Where do you see coloureds shouting? Only Boesak. 
But now the CP has turned them to outrage. You 
suddenly attack them like that, you get a backlash.” 


For Issy Kramer, serving Boksburg is paramount. Not all 
the original incentive remains, as Issy’s sons are not 
following father and grandfather into Boksburg life. One 
son is a doctor in New Jersey; the other is a final-year 
dentist, shortly to go to Britain. But after 31 years, Issy is 
not lightly letting his efforts get hijacked. “I'm opposing 
the CP everywhere.” 


{Pari IX, pp 39-40] 


The Youthful and Euphoric Chairman 


At 30, Gideon Fourie is the youngest chairman in the 
history of Boksburg’s management committee. “And the 
sharpest too,”’ says one of his colleagues. Fourie looks 
modestly downwards and says: “I can’t comment on 
that.”’ A former teacher, Fourie now helps with a family 
business in Derby, near Koster in the west Transvaal. 
The business manufactures African curios. Last year he 
featured on the cover of THE ECONOMIST, with his 
son Billy in his arms at an AWB rally. The cover is 
framed on nis desk. 
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In Boksburg’s town hall, Fourie is known for his firm 
view of the relationship between Council and Staff. “I do 
not ask. I tell.” 


In public he 1s renowned as the CP man who won't speak 
English. The legend was born at a press conference where 
a reporter said: “Why don’t you speak English?” Fouric 
retorted: “Why don't you speak Afrkaans?” In fact 
Fourie speaks English entirely willingly, he was rebelling 
at the reporter's manner. 


Gideon Fourie joined the HNP [Reformed National 
Party] on the day he turned 18. His Nat parents were 
distressed, but Gideon was and remains single-minded. 
“The Nats want to find something between apartheid 
and one-man-one-vote. That's insane.” 


In the 1987 parliamentary election Fourie stood for the 
HNP in Boksburg. He got 660 votes—one of the HNP’s 
best performances but a lost deposit nonetheless. He 
then became the first HNP candidate to officially resign 
and join the CP. 


Fourie is not just upbeat about Boksburg. He 1s euphoric. 
“You must realise that just about everything you read in 
the newspapers is untrue. They want to persuade the 
man in the street that Conservative policy 1s unworkable, 
that we are iosing out, that we are causing chaos. That is 
tiicir message, and they ignore any little obstacles, such 
as the facts. 


“The fact is we're doing fine. We have more support than 
ever. At every new media lie, more people phone to say 
they are fed up with the media. What is more, our 
actions here have overcome the main barrier the CP 
faced. People used to say ‘there's no point voting CP, 
they're only opposition and can’t actually do anything’. 
Now here we are in power, doing things. i hey take us 
seriously. 


“Commercially we are on a high. There 1s a new R100 
million development just finalised. There 1s a R45 mil- 
lion Indian complex going up at Dunswart on the Boks- 
burg/Benoni border. The Indians could have chosen 
Benoni, but they chose Boksburg. You think the media 
mention that? 


“Business is coming here because Boksburg 1s changing 
from a mainly coloured and black clientele to a mainly 
white clientele. Shops focus on higher-class items and get 
higher profit at smaller turnover. 


“All those scare-stories about businesses leaving Boks- 
burg were meant to skrik us into chickening out of our 
mandate. That's a laugh. Colgate makes a big noise, but 
can't back it up. A three-hour power failure costs them 
R80,000. Relocating their factory would take seven 
months. Work that one out, and then tell me if we must 
worry about their threats. 
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“We're doing so well that the only way the enemy can get 
at us 1s by dirty tricks. When we were big news there was 
a bomb in Boksburg. The same later in Carletonville. In 
each case these were the tiniest bombs you could find, 
they went off in the small hours, no-one was injured, no 
damage was caused, and then there was a flurry of 
publicity about bombs in CP towns. Now do vou think 
these were real terrorist bombs, or was someone trying to 
say ‘see there, you people had better get a fright. and stop 
supporting the CP’? I'm only asking. 


“Certain coloureds complain that we're racists. They say 
we refused to drink tea with them, to make us look like 
primitives who can’t behave respectably to non-whites. 
That's rubbish. I have tea with blacks, with Indians, with 
coloureds, with anybody at the appropriate time. This 
was not an appropriate time. It was a formal interview. 
We can’t relax after each interview and drink tea. 


“They don’t mention the four times we invited them and 
they never pitched up—the coloureds twice, the Indians 
twice. Once we waited until nine o'clock, then we had the 
party by ourselves. They didn’t want to know us. 


“We are their baas, and that’s the fact. It's not because 
we are white. It’s because we are officially the guardians 
of Reiger Park. We are the autonomous town and they 
are our subsidiary town. We subsidise them, we carry 
their debts, and we are entitled to overrule them. 


“They say we use the speedcops to persecute them. We 
have given no such instruction. The speedcops thump 
unroadworthy buses. and leave roadworthy buses alone. 
We can’t help it if the coloureds pile into unroadworthy 
buses to go buying in Benoni. 


“The media give the impiession that we persecute every 
black who sits down in a park, which is bull. We won't 
chase a peaceful black woman who rests her feet, behav- 
ing decently. The problem has been the coons who get 
drunk and go te kere and terrorise respectable white 
people. Our facilities have been abused by people of 
other colours. The abuse has forced us to take action 


“There is not a single whites-or!y sign in Boksburg. We 
don’t need them. People know what's what. But we are 
putting up ‘Right of Admission Reserved’ signs, as 
fortification in case the Nats start fooling around with 
Separate Amenities. 


“A lot of people think that if Separate Amenities is 
abolished the whole country will go mixed. They've got a 
shock coming. Even apart from that Act, town councils 
have the power to reserve amenities. Anyway the aboli- 
tion of the Act would be short-lived. The CP would 
promptly unseat the government by a landslide. Tell me 
if I'm wrong. The electorate believes that only the 
Separate Amenities Act stor: every swimming pool 
being taken over by the blacx masses. Envisage the Act 
going, and tell me if I'm wrong.” 
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Van der Boksburg 


“Around here,” says one Boksburger, “Boksburg jokes 
have taken the place that Van der Merwe jokes once 
had.” Among them: 


“Why doesn’t Boksburg have a mayoral black Mercedes 
any more?” “It prefers Wit Volvo.” 


“Why can't Boksburg be renamed Koffiefontein?” 
“Because it’s been decaffeinated.” 


“Why is Boksburg declaring tug-of-war its official 
sport?” “Because it’s the only sport you can win going 
backwards.” 


Boksburg has also made its contribution to the bumper- 
sticker trade. “I buy where | am wanted” features on 
many Reiger Park cars. “Buck Foksburg™ is less com- 
mon. 


Harry 


Harry never voted, never since he immigrated after the 
war. Never was bothered about those things, until now. 
Now the blacks are taking over. It’s all hands on deck. 
When the blacks came in to Harry's job he didn’t mind, 
not at first. They were okay, he had no troubles with them. 
But the neighbours started getting at the wife. Ha ha, so 
your Harry's got a kaffir job now, hey? Every day, they 
were laughing. Kaffir job, kaffir job. She couldn't stand it. 
Ja, bloody cacklebags, which side of their faces are they 
laughing now? Whose husband hasn’t got a kaffir job now? 
But that’s no help. Harry lost out, because of the blacks. 
The wife left him, because of the olacks. Plus that he was 
dog tired all the time. He'd get home and fall asleep at the 
table. He'd get a bit of food inside him and fall asleep, just 
like that, sometimes with his face in the plate. It wasn’t fair 
on the wife, that’s for sure. You want to hold the wife a bit, 
talk to her even, not just sleep, sleen. She said it was liquor, 
but it wasn't liquor. A beer, two beers, with the boys after 
work. Is that wrong? Anyhow you can’t stand apart, or 
you've had it. But mainly it was the tiredness. Driving that 
bloody drill all day. Think it’s easy hey? With your office 
hands? Try it. Bloody racket never stops. Bloody foreman 
never stops. 


Now the blacks, they've got things under control. They 
work two years, they buy a car. Harry never had no car. 
Forty years and no car. They've got unions, that’s the 
difference. Harry never had no union, not one that 
worked, any road. They took his dues, but what did they 
do for him? Foreman would say ‘overtime tonight, 
Harry’. Harry could say ‘please, please not tonight’. He 
could say anything, no difference. Foreman says “‘I said 
overtime, Harry’ and walks on. If you a.gue he says ‘take 
your jacket, collect your money’. Anything, if you talk 
‘yack about anything, it’s ‘take your jacket, collect your 
money.’ If you say your back’s aching, the tea’s cold, the 
drill’s stiff, anything. Now look at these blacks. ‘Excuse 
me Mr. Mthetwa would you mind overtime tonight” 
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*Aikona! Hamba!’ ‘Oh, I'm sorry Mr Mthetwa I do beg 
your pardon.’ Foreman comes on tiptoes. He puts a word 
wrong, they go on strike. They've got everything Harry 
never had, and they're taking over, everywhere. 


Here in Boksburg North, you can’t hardly walk anymore. 
You walk with eyes in the back of your head. See them 
coming, you cross the road. Maybe they take your 
money, maybe they bump you, give you a fright, laugh at 
you. No, that’s daytime. After dark, no, after dark you 
Stay in the house. But there’s hope now, there's CP. You 
can vote for CP. Harry's got a vote, he’s allowed to vote. 
You've got to vote for CP, CP’s going to sort out the 
blacks. No, not yet, nothing's different vet. Well, Harry 
doesn’t know about town. Here in Boksburg North, 
nothing's different. It hasn't started yet, CP. Next year, 
1990, CP’s starting. You've just got to make it through 
1989, then next year CP’s coming. Harry knows. People 
have told him. Next year CP's going sort things out, fix 
things up. 


{Part X, p 42] 


Afterword: A Reporter's Perspective 


I enjoyed writing this story. It left me cheerful, as | shall 
explain below. | spoke to a book's worth of people, aside 
from those I have focussed on. Once in a CP man's 
lounge while he explained his case, passing the biscuits 
and asking how I liked my tea, I had a mental fast- 
forward to the prospect of him in power, power out of 
control. | saw him in a peaked cap, coldly signing away 
freedoms and lives, perhaps mine. A friend had the same 
sensation talking to the commissars at the Solomon 
Mahlangu training camp. When power hits meltdown, it 
is meltdown whether “right” or “left.” 


Where were Ilimmler or Eichmann in the 1920s? Ordi- 
nary grey men, | suppose, nursing grudges and ‘ce. rs 
which they thought Hitler would fix. 


One CP talked of the black as “animals” and * suu 
humans.” Many brought up the Bible. I was told that 
God disapproves of coloureds; that the Ammonites and 
Moabites who “shall not enter the Assembly of the Lord” 
are the blacks; that Christ ratified racism in Matthew 15, 
and so on. I told one man I thought these things were 
history. He was aghast. “If it’s just history,”’ he said, 
“why's it in the Bible?” 


In Boksburg I felt a gap between the world the media 
deals with—roughly explicable, approximately ratio- 
nal—and the bigger world beyond. The press saw Boks- 
burg as the CP’s nemesis. In the streets of Boksburg this 
was hard to swallow. Swapo’s April | onslaught added to 
the gap. In print and broadcast there was outcry about 
Swapo, an organisation. What | was hearing was uproar 
about blacks, a race. Black deceit, black treachery, Din- 
gaan revisited. Primeval fear. 
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I came to Reiger Park with prejudices. Much coloured 
rhetoric about white wickedness comes from people who 
would be Nats or CPs if history had veered just enough 
to put them squarely on the white side. One develops a 
resistance. Moreover, I had a subterranean distaste for 
both the in-the-system people and the anti-systemers, 
associating the former with stoogery and the latter with 
Jericho complexes. 


That's prejudice at its worst. If a man has two choices 
and both are lousy, you have to be stupid to object to him 
choosing either. In Reiger Park I grew out of that 
stupidity, and into a powerful identification with the 
people at the epicentre of the lunatic distortion which 1s 
our nation. In Transvaler fashion I had seen the coloured 
dilemma as but a fringe sub-plot. It took Reiger Park— 
long talks and short, articulate people and others—to 
leave me with a true fellow-feeling, a pride from way 
deep down to have those people as my countrymen. 


When I walked into Beyers de Klerk’s office I anticipated 
a short tei« interview. Many hours later I found it hard 
and— es--hurtful explaining why i could not be his 
guest ai the annual Civic Ball. By the time I met Gideon 
Fourie | been warned off him by half of Boksburg. 
Neat time | see him I'll shake his hand with genuine 
pleasure, which is the same way | shake the hands of 
various black racists who have exactly the same morality 
but whom no-one expects me to treat with revulsion. 


There 1s a devout and passionately sincere carpet-cleaner 
salesman who devotes his life to the CP, for God and 
survival. There is a gentle Windmill Park civil servant 
whose soul 1s locked in earnest battle between respect for 
his Indian neighbours and terror of opening the floodgates. 


I met a lot of CPs. I thought I'd find evil. At the end I'd 
found fright. The fright might look like evil. I think it's 
evil to talk of other people as animals. But what's talking 
is the fright. If 1 see you as a mortal threat, I'll think as ill 
of you as I can. 


One of the biblical literalists hit the roof when I brought 
up fear. Fear? He had no fear! He was obeying the Bible. 
He gave me a reference—Deuteronomy 7. I looked it up. 
You are not only to “make no covenant” with the 
nations the Lord your God delivers unto you, you are 
also to “utterly destroy them... and show no mercy to 
them... your eye shall not pity them.” This applies to “all 
the peoples of whom you are afraid.” 


I phoned the man who had no fear. Eventually he said 
that maybe the instruction did not apply to peoples of 
whom one was not afraid. That is the key. The CPs are 
terrified of the blacks, so terrified they can’t see straight. 
They're a walking mass of schizophrenia. They spend 
half their time bragging about their relations with black 
individuals; the other half forcing everything from sci- 
ence to religion to fit the conclusions their terror moti- 
vates. The answer is simple; remove the terror. 


FBIS-AFR-89-117 
20 June 1989 


There is a lip-service, of sorts. | went to the Democratic 
Party's launch with the dust of Boksburg on my shoes. | 
heard about Bills of Rights and the Rule of Law and 
guarantees for minorities. | heard that the DP was “going 
for power.”’ 


Some foreign journalists find the optimism hilarious. | 
belong in South Africa. I find it tragic. If the side of the 
angels can do no better than this, the other wide wins by 
default. 


Then comes a new book on negotiating the future. It 
leads up to a recommendation for concurrent chambers, 
a balance of army officers, a joint cabinet.... 


The CP need not fight the opposition. It can blow it 
away. 


South Africans disagree with people to their left, but 
shudder at people to their mght. Even the Nats grimace at 
the mention of mght- wing fears. A distasteful subject, 
better brushed aside. Easier to say the rightists have 
“: ached their ceiling,” or to predict that a thing called 
“the logic cf history” will wash them away. Easier to 
pray they'll “change heart,” or to scorn them as worth- 
less. Was it different in Weimar? 


Everyone has an explanation for why the CP won in 
Boksburg. I have one too. It wasn't about crime or Nat 
disgraces or who the children play with. It was about 
hitting back. The white man 1s on the run. The CP is 
striking back. 


| said Boksburg left me cheerful. There are two factors. 
One is the people, a helpful reminder that beneath the 
sound and fury we're all human; flawed and foibled and 
trying to do what we think 1s nght. As a nation we are no 
barmier than anyone else. We just lack a framework to 
contain our different barminesses. Which ts the second 
factor. Boksburg showed me clearer than ever that the 
South African conflict is a mistake. We're heading in a 
bad direction alright—CP rule, power meltdown, chaos. 
What's cheerful is that this direction is so eminently 
alterable. It's only the paucity of politics that keeps us on 
it. When power-seekers are truly anchored to the toler- 
ance of the humble, the blacks will cease to be “a people 
of whom you are afraid.’ The grounarules will change. 


The politicians will wake up yet. Perhaps before melt- 
down, in time to flick the switches. 


15 Jun Press Review on Current Problem 5 
MBI1S06114489 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Saucy Denis Worrall—Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in 
English on | 5 June takes Democratic Party official Denis 
Worrall to task for suggesting National Party chief F.W. 
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de Klerk should “save taxpayers’ money and stay home 
rather than go to see British Premier, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher.” “The sauce of the man,” THE CITIZEN 
declares in its page 6 editorial. First, Dr Worrall “has no 
right to make Mr De Klerk’s visit an issue. Secondly, 
despite the state of emergency, Mr de Klerk has every 
right to have talks with Mrs Thatcher—and she with 
him.” “Mr de Klerk is going to be the next State 
President, and while Dr Worrall has the right to criticise 
him, he certainly has no right to suggest he shouldn't 
even see Mrs Thatcher.” 


THE STAR 


Inept Local Referendum—Johannesburg, in planning a 
referendum on desegregating buses, pools. and recre- 
ation centers, “is pussy-footing around a matter that 
ought to be done simply and quickly,” remarks Johan- 
nesburg THE STAR in English on 15 June in a page & 
editorial. The city council “needed no referendum in 
1974 when it took the then radical step of opening 
libraries and parks to all.” “There are some very odd 
aspects to the way this issue is being approached.” “Why 
poll only those on the (whites-only) municipal voters 
roll? This excludes many who pay water and light bills 
but have no vote.” “All in all, this looks like a half- 
hearted and ineptly handled exercise designed to keep 
the Nationalist options open in a sensitive area.” 


Self-Inflicted Wound—lIn a second editorial on the same 
page, THE STAR criticizes the recent imposit.on of 
additional restrictions on United Democratic Front 
[UDF] official Archie Gumede as “incomprehensible”. 
Gumede “has played a major role in arranging peace 
talks between the warring groupings in Natal. His restric- 
tion orders, however, prevent hin from taking part in any 
further UDF activites. The Government says it 1s dedi- 
cated to seeing an end to the bloodshed in Natal. But by 
restricting Mr Gumede it has again shot itself in foot.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


National Party Imitating Bourbons—*The cynicism with 
which the National Party manipulates the economy for 
its own electoral benefits, usually at the expense of the 
country is now so familiar that the 2" percent increase in 
Johannesburg's rates and taxes comes as confirmation of 
our worst expectations, rather than as a surprise.” says 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 15 June in 
a page 6 editorial. “We should have known when last 
year’s budget held the increase to 6 percent or so that the 
bad news would follow the municipal elections. Voters 
who trot dumbly to the polls like obedient oxen, time 
after time, to return the same cynical and manipulative 
candidates to office have only themselves to blame.” 
Expenditures on “culture palaces’, as in the 32 million 
rands budgetted for the reconstruction of Johannes- 
burg’s Civic Theater, “is reminiscent of Mussolini's 
pre-war ventures into grandiose architecture.” The 
Nationalists, “like the Bourbons, learn nothing. and 
forget nothing.” 
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CAPE TIMES 


Presidential SABC Interference ‘Worrying’—Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 13 June says “weekend 
revelations about the astonishing way in which the State 
President tried to interfere with the SABC’s [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] election coverage in 
1987 do not augur well for the September 6 election.” 
Continuing in a page 6 editorial, the paper adds “What is 
worrying is that Mr Botha will remain State President 
until after the September 6 election. He has the same 
power to manipulate the country’s main news medium 
for party political propaganda. What guarantee can his 
supposed successor, F. W. de Klerk, give that Mr Botha 
will not in the next months try to influence the SABC in 
the same appallingly partisan way?” 


Open City Success ‘Heartening’—A second editorial on 
the same page declares “The big walk from Rondebosch 
to District Six was an impressive demonstration that 
public opinion in Cape Town favors an Open City, 
liberated from the infamous provisions of the Group 
Areas Act. About 2,000 leading people in business, sport, 
the arts, and in show business and other areas joined 
Opposition politicians, civil mghts workers, and a cross- 
section of citizens of all ages in giving witness to their 
non-racial convictions, undeterred by an official climate 
that severely discourages such public professions of 
faith. After three years of emergency restrictions, the 
success of the Open City walk was heartening evidence 
that there is increasing resistance to the NP [National 
Party] and its divisive racial policies, and resentment of 
inflation and e. ynomic hardship.” 


TRANSVALER 


Linden Election Excitement—‘‘It is understandable why 
there is so much excitement, particularly in left opposi- 
tion circles, at the results of Johannesburg's ward three 
municipal by-election,” finds Johannesburg TRAN- 
VALER in Afrikaans on 12 June in a page 6 editorial. 
But, “if the Democratic Party is naive enough to think 
this is the first sign of a big swing to the left, great 
disillusionment lies ahead.” “The little success in Linden 
does not rid the Democratic Party of the responsibility to 
put its house in order and start outlining its policy.” “It 
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can be argued that the result does not flow from discon- 
tent with free settlement areas in Linden. Rather, the 
result might be explained as a warning to the govern- 
ment: We are unhappy with the state of the economy, 
with the slow progress of reform, and with the obvious 
self-satisfaction with which issues of the day are 
handled.” ““We anxiously await the outcome of the 
[Democratic] party federal congress later this month in 
Pretoria.” 


Searching For National Symbols—TRANSVALER in 
Afrikaans on 13 June in a page 6 editorial asserts: 
“Interfere with the national anthem and you interfere 
with something which for the average South African has 
more than mere superficial emotional significance.” 
“When the overwhelmingly black Anglican Church at its 
synod labels the anthem as idolatry, it is committing 
what Afrikaners consider to be a serious offense. This 
indicates insensitivity towards the heartbeat of the Afri- 
kaner and his love, striving, and ideals for his country— 
and this cannot be condemned strongly enough. How- 
ever, in its Own way, the statement by the Anglican 
Church is also a message to the Boers which must be 
noted: Just as the Afrikaner could never identify with 
‘God Save the King’, so, too, the blacks of South Africa 
have problems with our anthem. If nothing else, it 
focuses Our attention once again on the almost insur- 
mountable problems that lie ahead in the search for 
national symbols acceptable to all in this country. This 
matter must be treated with great care and understand- 
ing by all.” 


DIE BURGER 


Treurnicht’s Unimpressive ‘Cooing’—Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 13 June writes in a page 10 
editorial that “the soothing noises opposition leader Dr 
A.P. Treurnicht made over the the weekend on returning 
from his lightning visit abroad will not impress many 
people. His cooing politics demonstrate a certain lack of 
credibility, to say the least.” 


New State of Emergency—In another editorial on the 
same page, DIE BURGER decides that “the government 
could only have approved the reimposition of the state of 
emergency after careful consideration of all the factors.” 
“Nevertheless, it is a pity that the government did not 
use this opportunity to relax curbs on the media.” 
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Angola 


UNITA Official Denies Savimbi Leaving Country 
MB1906155689 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1500 GMT 19 Jun 89 


[Text] The UNITA [National Union for the Total Inde- 
pendence of Angola] movement's deputy representative in 
the United States, Mr Marcos Somando, says there is no 
question of the movement's leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi, 
leaving Angoia to go into exile in the United States. 


Speaking in an interview with the SABC [South African 
Broadcasting Corporation], Mr Somando denied reports 
that Dr Savimbi would go to New York while negotia- 
tions were taking place between UNITA and the MPLA 
[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola] gov- 
ernment. He said there was certainly no reason for Dr 
Savimbi to leave now that the situation in Angola was 
looking better with the withdrawal of foreign troops. 


Further on Savimbi, Peace Talks 
MB1906210889 London BBC World Service in English 
1830 GMT 19 Jun 8&9 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] For the past week, there have been a number of 
Statements out of Angola hinting at possible direct talks 
between the MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation 
of Angola] government and the UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] rebels. For instance, 
over the weekend, the official Angolan news agency 
ANGOP [Angolan Press Agency], said that conditions now 
exist for Angolans to discuss their differences and that 
development could not be achieved unless a climate of 
understanding was created between all Angolans, despite 
their ideals. The possibility of such a meeting has been 
heightened by the summit scheduled to take place in Zaire 
this week with African heads of state concerned with 
ending the war in Angola. At the same time, ihere have 
been persistent rumors that as part of this process, the 
UNITA leader, Jonas Savimbi, might step down for a 
couple of years while a transitional government 1s formed, 
and go into exile in the United States. 


On the line to Washington, Robin White asked UNITA 
spokesman Marcos Somando exactly what their position 
1S: 


{Begin recording] [Somando] Well, let me just say that 
the idea of Dr Savimbi going to exile is totally false. First 
of all, when Dr Savimbi for many years was surrounded 
by enemy forces in the air, attacked by MiG’s, and on the 
ground attacked by tanks, he did not retreat even a single 
inch. He fought all the way because he loves his people; 
he loves the Angolan people. I do not see any reason why 
Dr Savimbi should go to exile at this point when the 
situation 1s coming to a point where everybody agrees 
that the next step ought to be dialogue for national 
reconciliation between UNITA and the MPLA. 
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[White] So what is UNITA offering? 


{[Somando] Well, basically the MPLA said that they 
could talk to UNITA, but not to Dr Jonas Savimbi. And 
to help the MPLA (on it), UNITA have made it clear 
that UNITA have named a 10-man commission to 
negotiate with the MPLA, and Dr Savimbi is not going to 
be taking part in that negotiating process. Also, UNITA 
has offered a 2-year transitional government which will 
prepare for elections and, during those 2 years of elec- 
tions, during those 2 years of transitional government, 
Dr Savimbi is not going to take part in those 2 years; but 
Dr Savimbi would like to present his candidacy at the 
end of the 2 years. That is our position but, so far, | am 
sorry to say, that the other side have not responded yet. 
[White] So Dr Savimbi is saying that, in the interests of 
peace, he would be prepared to take no part in the 
government of Angola for the interim period of 2 years. 


{[Somando] That is correct. He is not going to be part of 
the government, but that does not mean that he is going 
to leave the country. 


[White] Now, where will he be in that interim period? 
{[Somando] He will be in Angola, that is for sure. 


[White] He would stay in southern Angola, or where 
exactly? 


{[Somando] I do not think that any place has been 
determined at this point. 


[White] Now, has any real progress been made in nego- 
tiations with the MPLA? 


[Somando] What it is, it is [word indistinct]. As you may 
be aware, there was a meeting on 16 May between eight 
African heads of state in Luanda, Angola. After that 
meeting, it is UNITA understanding that some of the 
participants from that meeting are saying that there had 
been some progress. When we look at the statement, the 
joint statement, there were two sentences which, 
although they were puzzling, but they were very promis- 
ing. One, the MPLA agreed to pursue the issue of 
national reconciliation but they also talked about the 
issue of national harmonization. Now, national reconcil- 
iation is a word used by UNITA, meaning direct dia- 
logue between UNITA and the MPLA and the formation 
of a government of national unity. National harmoniza- 
tion is the word used by the MPLA, meaning that the 
MPLA want UNITA to be absorbed within the MPLA 
and then UNITA will be given clemency and so forth. So, 
those were the words which came out from Luanda. 
Whether their [word indistinct] can be interpreted as the 
MPLA have moved a little bit from its intransigent 
position, we still do not know at this point; but we are yet 
to see a clear, unambiguous statement coming up from 
Luanda stating that they are ready to negotiate the same 
way UNITA 1s ready now. 
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[White] Now, there is a UNITA delegation ai present in 
Zaire. I understand it is hoping to meet with the MPLA 
there. Is that right? 


[Somando] All I can say at this point is that we have a 
representative in Zaire and the representative will be 
available for any consultation, because it is my under- 
standing that next Thursday [22 June] African heads of 
state will be meeting in Zaire to address the whole issue 
of national reconciliation. So, we have sent a represen- 
tative there for consultation. Whether that consultation 
may mean direct talks between the MPLA and UNITA, 
we do not know, because so far the MPLA have not made 
any decision to meet with UNITA yet. But, should they 
make a decision, we are ready to meet with them 
whenever and wherever they want to. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


* Chissano Visits Chokwe, Urges Production 
34420088a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
1] Apr 89 pl 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano yesterday called for 
the reorganization of all productive sectors of Chokwe 
District, Gaza Province, so that that potential agricul- 
tural zone in the south “may reassume its function as the 
main producer of grains.’ He expressed confidence in 
the resolution of the technical and other problems that 
hamper the development of that region, which was 
defined by the Third and Fourth Frelimo Congresses as 
the one in which the government should promote an 
accelerated development in all of its many aspects. 


Chissano spoke shortly after having heard reports of the 
activities of the district committee and government, 
whose members met in special session under his direc- 
tion for 4 hours at the start of the first specific visit the 
chief of state has made to a district to familiarize himself 
with and follow the phases of its economic development. 


The visit of the president of the Republic to Chokwe falls 
within the framework of the principle that the district is 
the basis of economic planning and, as such, it is 
necessary that every effort be made at the central and 
provincial levels to combine actions with a view to 
increasing production and productivity based on this 
territorial region. 


In this context, the Mozambican chief executive 
expressed the hope that the combination of efforts at the 
central, provincial, and local levels will cause Chokwe to 
reassume the role entrusted to it 12 years ago, when the 
region was considered strategic for the production of 
foodstuffs and, consequently, the most modern farm 
equipment was concentrated there in the company 
known then as the Limpopo Agro-Industrial Complex 
(CAIL). 
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After a few years, CAIL was revealed to be “monstrous” 
and incapable of achieving the party's objectives and was 
later broken up into five specialized companies, which 
are the ones that now insure or seek to insure the 
attainment of the objectives that the chief of state said 
remain valid, when he defended the need to lend impe- 
tus to this district to reassume its function as the 
“nation’s granary.” 


Chissano told the party and government leaders in 
Chokwe, however, that the designa.ion of “nation’s 
granary” should not be left to that district alone because 
we all aspire that all districts become the “nation’s 
granary” through their joint participation in the produc- 
tion of basic foodstuffs. 


Despite Everything, Work Was Positive 


The chief of state expressed his judgment of the content 
of the reports, declaring that the work carried out in the 
area of the organization of productive labor was positive, 
considering the difficult conditions under which that 
production is being carried out: “the lack of water, rain, 
war...” 


Nevertheless, he considered that the reports contain 
aspects that must be “intensified and improved in order 
that we may increase production and productivity in the 
district. If we look at the charts of farm production 
presented here, we have some comments to make that 
may be positive in the future,’ observed the chief of 
State. 


Chissano pointed out, for example, the activity carried 
out in support of the family sector, calling it inadequate 
“to foster the development of the sector that is really 
decisive for the resolution of our problems.” 


He said also that the activity of the state sector must be 
given impe.us so that that sector “may continue to 
perform its important role—a role that is basic and the 
framer and driver of all the activity of other sectors.” 


Chissano was thus referring to the fact that adverse 
conditions had contributed this year to the fact that 
Chokwe had not achieved high farm production results. 


According to information gatherer by our staff, this year 
the production of rice and other grains will be one of the 
lowest in the last 2 years as a result of the lack of rain and 
water, among other factors. 


Arrival in Chokwe 


The Mozambican chief of state arrived in Chokwe at about 
0950 hours at the head of a high-ranking government 
delegation that, in addition to his wife, Mrs Marcelina 
Chissano, included the secretary of Party Ideological 
Work, Jorge Rebelo; Minister of State Administration 
Oscar Monteiro; Minister of the Presidency Feliciano 
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Gundana; Minister of Agriculture Alexandre Zandamela; 
and cadres of the Ministries of Education and Construc- 
tion and Water, among other officials. 


On his arrival at the local airport, hundreds of persons 
received the supreme leader of the Mozambican revolu- 
tion with song and dance. 


On the trip to the city by car, the chief of state was 
applauded throughout the route. 


Afterwards, he presided over a meeting with the district 
party and government organizations. 


On the afternoon of the same day, President Joaquim 
Chissano, in his capacity as commander-in-chief of the 
Mozambican Armed Forces, visited the headquarters of 
the 8th Brigade where he familiarized himself with the 
activities carried out by that defense sector. 


The presidential retinue is accompanied by Governor 
Francisco Pateguana, cadres of the Party Directorate, 
and senior officers of the Mozambican Armed Forces/ 
FPLM [People’s Forces for the Liberation of Mozam- 
bique]. 


* Number of Refugees in Nampula Increasing 
34420098b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
27 Apr 89 p 8 


[Article by Felisberto Matusse] 


[Text] The number of displaced persons in the Province 
of Nampula is steadily increasing. As of December last, 
the total was up to 200,500 individuals, while another 
50,000 came from other regions of the country such as 
Zambezia, Cabo Delgado, and Niassa in search of pro- 
tection from the prevailing terrorism. And along with 
this large contingent of people forced out of their native 
areas by the criminal actions of the armed bandits, 5,000 
more citizens left the province of Zambezia and had 
settled in the coastal district of Moma by the end of the 
first quarter. 


According to a source close to the provincial government 
in Nampula, the situation has made it necessary for the 
administration of the Emergency Program to redouble 
its efforts in order to provide both health and food aid to 
these citizens, since the total has now reached 700,000. 


As we were able to learn in the Province of Nampula, the 
arrival of further contingents of displaced persons in the 
province has not only created difficulties for the local 
bodies with regard to the prompt provision of food and 
health aid, but is also imposing some limitations where 
the distribution of existing stocks of supplies is con- 
cerned. 


The fact is, according to a provincial government source, 
that the regular influx of more citizens fleeing the 
terrorist actions of the armed bandits in the province of 
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Nampula, in addition to diverting the attention of the 
local bodies, can also create a shortage of food reserves. 
This could obviously have negative effects on the imple- 
mentation of the Emergency Program. 


To this problem, which in itself has already created 
considerable problems for the provincial bodies in Nam- 
pula, is added the poor condition of the access roads, 
which prevents the rapid transport of emergency equip- 
ment. This compounds the specter of bereavement cre- 
ated in the province by both hunger and the armed 
bandits. 


By way of example, the governor of the Province of 
Nampula, Jacob Jeremias Nyambir, made a point of 
informing our reporters of some figures. As a result of the 
actions of the armed bandits, a total of 345 persons were 
killed last year in all the districts, and also 1,453 were 
kidnapped and 250 wounded. 


Also, 41 district and local headquarters were attacked 
and robbed and 14,780 homes were burned, as were two 
vehicles, two tractors, and a locomotive. 


On the other hand, 234 of the armed bandits were killed, 
six were captured, and 3,004 individuals who had been 
forced to live with the bandits were liberated. 


Because of the situation described above, the emergency 
in the Province of Nampula must be taken to heart so 
that it will be possible to provide effective care for the 
736,400 citizens reported up until last December as in a 
situation of anguish. Of these, 200,500 have lost every- 
thing they had, including food supplies, while the bal- 
ance are simply suffering from the effects of war. 


On the other hand, according to the governor of the 
province of Nampula, the number of displaced persons 
and those in difficulty because of the effects of the war 
has tended to increase recently with the liberation or 
escape of ‘~dividuals from the hands of the enemy. 


According to the governor of the Province of Nampula, 
the losses caused by the actions of the armed bandits in 
each of the districts through which they have passed 
come to a toial of 500,000 contos in goods and assets 
destroyed. 


Our sources took pains to note that the implementation 
of the emergency aid programs is also likely to be 
affected by the poor condition of the access routes, apart 
from the fact that the Department for the Prevention 
and Combat Against Against Natural Disasters 
(DPCCN) has a rather limited number of vehicles. 


We learned that this body, which has the main mission 
of providing the needy with aid, has been equipped with 
only 16 vehicles, although it has a wide radius of action, 
which also includes Alto Ligonha, in the northern part of 
Zambezia. 
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* Regional E Group for Nampula Formed 
34420088b Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
11 Apr 89 pl 


[Text] A regional delegation with responsibility for han- 
djing the receipt and distribution of the products envis- 
aged in the emergency program for Angoche, Moma, 
Mogincual, and Mogovolas districts, with headquarters 
in the first, has just been created in Nampula Province 
and has already received 76 tons of beans and 688 tons 
of corn in addition to various other products which it has 
not yet been possible to quantify. In the meantime, part 
oi the agricultural production of some zones of Angoche 
District is flooded out due to the incessant rains that 
have been falling in the region since last January, greatly 
affecting the corn and peanut plantations. 


The delegation, created less than 2 weeks ago in Angoche 
district, is going to seek to minimize the problems of the 
population of Moma, Mogincual, Mogovolas, and 
Angoche districts, the last with a population of 212,000 
inhabitants. 


According to information gathered in the coastal district 
of Angoche, located in the southern part of Nampula 
Province, the delegation now created basically is going to 
lend support to the displaced persons and returnees from 
captivity by the armed bandits in the four districts. 


In order to cope with the situation of the displaced 
persons and to insure that they will not be exclusively 
dependent on the donations of the emergency program, 
Angoche district has been allocating land to the returned 
population for farm production. 


According to the administrator of that district, in terms 
of productive areas, Angoche is unencumbered, consid- 
ering that there is still much land and sufficient space for 
agriculture. 


The same official took care to point out that, although 
the destabilizing war situation does not cover the whole 
district, there are 14 centers to accommodate displaced 
persons. These places have received special attention 
from the district organs as a whole as well as the action 
of ditferent sectors of activity and state institutions. 


Making a point of the situation stemming from the 
action of the armed bandits, the administrator of 
Angoche siressed that the problem of hunger in the 
region only began to be felt in November, when the 
Mozambican Armed Forces stationed in the region suc- 
ceeded in liberating a goodly number of citizens until 
then being held captive by the bandits. 


Meanwhile, since that time, both the provincial and 
district organs have taken the situation to heart and at 
the moment, although the situation is far from being 
consiJered satisfactory, it is tending to improve. 
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While work is going on in the food production sector, 
district health organs have been simultaneously initiating 
some health control programs among all of the populations 
liberated from the bandits, with greater stress on programs 
of nutritional care and antituberculosis, antitetanus, and 
antimeasles programs, among others. 


According to information revealed on the occasion of the 
visit of a high-level delegation headed by Health Minis- 
ter Dr Leonardo Simao, in some places where the 
programs are being observed more intensely, close to 500 
cases of children with abnormal weight were detected, 
while 1,146 others who also received medical care after 
their liberation are presently considered out of danger. 


In Angoche, no case of death due to starvation has been 
reported as yet, although it can be acknowledged that 
cases of that type may occur in one region or another the 
interior of which is seriously affected by the armed 
bandits. 


However, even if situations of that type may occur, they 
would be on a very smail scale and that fact cannot in 
any way be understood as the result of a lack of food 
inasmuch as efforts are being exerted to resolve that 
crisis; rather, they would be due basically to the bandit 
activity that is occurring. 


In the field of education, there are 167 primary schools 
throughout Angoche District, 16 of which were closed 
due to the action of the bandits, and one secondary 
school. The schools in operation provide primary edu- 
cation to 10,894 pupils, while the only secondary school 
is attended by 792 students. 


A district-level central hospital with 127 beds also pro- 
vides care for the districts of Moma, Mogincual, and 
Mogovolas, supported by | 2 health stations and 7 mater- 
nity clinics, in addition to a good number of health 
centers. 


* Nampula Coastal Areas Lack Land Access 
34420098a Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
2 May 89 p8 


[Article by Felisberto Matusse: “Nampula Needs Two 
Ships To Save Air Transportation Costs”] 


[Text] The province of Nampula needs at least two large 
ships with a freight capacity of 200 tons each in order to 
handle and guarantee properly the supplying of the 
coastal districts covered by the Emergency Program with 
goods of first priority. These are the districts of Moma, 
Angoche, Mogincual, Mossuril, Nacala, and Memba, 
which are inaccessible by land because of the massive 
presence of armed bandits. 
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At present, food and clothing are sent to these districts 
from the port of Nacala. Trucks owned by the Provincial 
Department for the Prevention and Combat Against 
Natural Catastrophes travel many kilometers to reach a 
given coastal district, running all of the risks this opera- 
tion entails. 


The international and nongovernmental organizations 
functioning in the country, and in this province in 
particular, within the context of the General Emergency 
Program, have only four vessels, two of which can 
transport only 10 tons each, while the other two have a 
capacity of 20 tons each. Thus the total transport capac- 
ity of the vessels availatle is limited to 40 tons for each 
voyage Or operation. 


Government bodies in Nampula believe that the capac- 
ity of the vessels available is to limited even to guarantee 
aid to a single district in a crisis situation. This is why the 
province needs to be equipped with heavy-ionnage ves- 
sels which can resolve the problem of the entire coastal 
region with a single voyage. 


The advantage of this type of vessel, according to a 
provincial government source, lies not only in the speed 
with which it can transport and deliver products where 
the situation so requires or where the need is imperative. 
There is also the fact that on their return to the port of 
Nacala, these ships could also transport large quantities 
of products out of the zones where the production of 
some farm surplus is still possible. 


On the other hand, these ships could in the long run help 
to resolve the problems of districts in the interior such as 
Mogovolas, Monapo, Meconta, Erati, and Namapa. 


This means that the emergency action program could 
serve the largest possible number of the indigent, includ- 
ing those rescued and liberated from captivity by the 
armed bandits and displaced persons. At the same time, 
this would make it possible to save large sums of money 
currently being spent on air transport costs. Despite the 
efforts being made, shipments by air have not been able 
fully to resolve the problems caused by hunger in the 
province. 


The basic disadvantages of air transport are its limited 
capacity to handle goods, first of all, and secondly, the 
fact that many of the districts are not equipped with 
airports which can accommodate large cargo planes. 
Only helicopters and small planes can land on their 
runways. 


At the present time, a project coordinated by the provin- 
cial government but implemented by international and 
nongovernmental organizations is under way for the 
purpose of supplying the northern district of Memba. It 
is proving ineffective, to a certain extent, despite the 
efforts to mobilize all of the types of land vehicles 
available in the provincial private sector and to incorpo- 
rate them in the aid operation. 
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Despite the fact that an attractive price is being paid— 
210 meticals per ton/kilometer—in order to guarantee 
delivery of supplies to the interior of the district, this is 
proving costly as well, since the vehicles need military 
protection in order to reach their destinations. 


The helicopters and light planes belonging to these 
organizations are supplying the coastal zone of the 
district with some goods, while the four existing vessels 
are also attempting to transport what they can from the 
port of Nacala. 


It has also been learned that other resources belonging to 
the private sector, such as smaller boats basically designed 
for fishing, are also transporting some limited quantities of 
goods to the district, a rather slow operation. 


Namibia 


DTA’s ‘Quasi-Military’ Movements Detailed 
MB1706145189 Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English 
14 Jun 89 pp 1, 2 


[By Gwen Lister] 


[Text] The quasi-military, socalled cultural movement in 
the far north of Namibia, known as Etango, appears to be 
one and the same as the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance 
[DTA]. Etango members are regarded with great suspi- 
cion by the broad spectrum of the population in the far 
north, and are often equated with the notorious Koevoet 
[Crowbar police counterinsurgency unit] or 101 Battal- 
ion members. 


When THE NAMIBIAN called the Etango offices at 
telephone number 515 Oshakati yesterday to make 
inquiries as to whether the group were still operative and 
if so, what their activities were at present, an Etango 
member by name of Max Silas answered the telephone, 
saying it was the ‘DTA’. On a further inquiry as to 
whether it was not the Etango office, Mr Silas replied in 
the affirmative. 


Socalled cultural movements, such as Etango in the area 
known as Ovamboland, and Ezuva in the Kavango 
region, have for a long time been operative in the far 
north of the country. Proponents of a ‘Bible and gun’ 
strategy, they appear to have been engaged in a consis- 
tent anti-SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organi- 
zation] campaign with a strong religious and cultural 
slant. They are also the self-proclaimed ‘protectors’ of 
ethnicity and the ‘homeland’ concept in the northern 
areas. 


In the past it was revealed that a prominent member of 
the Afrikaner Broederbond [brotherhood] was a strong 
motivating force behind the formation of Etango. The 
movement initially tried to involve people of the calibre 
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of the former Chief Executive of the Ovambo Adminis- 
tration, Mr Peter Kalangula, in their activities, but he 
soon dissociated himseif from them on the grounds that 
they were a ‘front organization’ for the military. 


Accusations have often been levelled against these 
groups in the past that they are supported by the army, 
but the local SWA [South-West Africa] Territory Force 
on several occasions denied any direct links. Both 
Etango and Ezuva put their members through ‘courses’ 
after which they are presented with a military-type 
‘certificate’ to say that the course has been completed 
successfully. 


In several areas of the north, their members are perhaps 
coinc.dentally linked to both the ‘cultural’ organization 
in question as well as to local indigenous army battal- 
ions, and claim to be protecting the inhabitants against 
the ‘communist onslaught’ 


THE NAMIBIAN, later speaking to an Afrikaans- 
speaking secretary at the Etango-DTA offices, was told 
that the head of the movement was a certain 
‘Mcsweeney’ who was the only one who could answer 
questions about the movement. The NAMIBIAN 
wanted to pose questions to Etango; whether they still 
existed, if so, to what purpose, and what did their 
activities entail. 


THE NAMIBIAN also came into possession of a docu- 
ment giving the names of Etango members, their ID 
numbers, bank account numbers and net salaries. Their 
salary bill for the month of April 1989 totals nearly 
R40,000.00 for 41 employees. 


Since the head of Etango in the north did not return a 
call to THE NAMIBIAN, as promised, we pose the 
following questions: 


What, precisely, 1s Etango, and what are their duties and 
functions? (We are not prepared to accept the statement 
that it is merely a ‘cultural’ organisation operating from 
own resources, since the funding for the group would 
appear to be substantial.) 


What, if any, is its present terms of reference? How do 
they operate and to what purpose? Are they still an 
anti-S WAPO front? 


Are they part and parcel of the DTA, and does the latter 
pay their salaries? 


Once again, what are their links with either the military 
or the police? 


Are most of the 41 names on the Etango salary list also 
members of former SWATF [South-West Africa Terri- 
tory Force] units or indigenous battalions? 
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in the pubiic inieresi and because numerous Complainis 
have been received from residents of the far north about 
Eiango and its members in the past. THE NAMIBIAN 
calls on the ‘cultural’ organisation, or the DTA, to 
answer ihe above questions so that clarity may at last be 
achieved with regard to this clandestine group and its 
activities. 


SWAPO Official Discusses Election Strategy 
MB1906084089 London BBC World Service in Enelish 
0635 GMT 19 Jun 89 


[Telephone interview with SWAP© election campaign 
director Hage Geingob in Windhoek by Dan Isaacs in 
London; from the “Network Africa” program: date not 
given—recorded] 


[Text] [Geingob] Well, firstly. this election 1s about 
independence, not about parties and personalities. So, 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization] 
being a movement which foughi for independence, we 
will tell th people to vote for it, for it stood for their 
interests all these years. SWAPO is the one which 
suffered, SWAPO is the one which made the biggest 
sacrifices, and, therefore, people have to vote for 
SWAPO. 


However, we are extending our hand of friendship and 
brotherhood to all Namibians. We ask them to forget 
their past differences, to join hands and make a historic 
decision, for we are talking about the birth of a new 
nation. 


[Isaacs] But more than this, more than (?relying) on the 
people to vote for SWAPO because of the historical 
importance of it, do you have a manifesto yet that will be 
[words indistinct] to the people in the election? 


[Geingob] The election campaign will start officially on | 
July. On that day, we shall unveil our election manifesto 
in a public rally in Windhoek. 


[Isaacs] How do you see the government shaping up for 
SWAPO? How will your economic plan shape up? 


[Geingob] As for trading with South Africa and what 
kind of relationship we'll have will depend on the 
attitude of South Africa, but we will endeavour to have 
normal relations with all other countries. 


[Isaacs] Now, in the past, SWAPO has been avowedly 
socialist in its outlook. Are you saying that with these 
links with the international community that complexion 
will change? 


[Geingob] What we have said is that, while SWAPO 
recognizes the superiority of socialism, we will be prac- 
tical and pragmatic, given the conditions we will inherit, 
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and, therefore, we will start with a mixed economy where 
we are going to have joint ventures, and so on. So, we are 
going to be (?shaped) by the objective conditions [words 
indistinct] in Namibia. 


[Isaacs] And who will lead this new government? Will it 
be Sam Nujoma, or will it not? 


{Geingob] Obviously it will be Sam Nujoma. 


{Isaacs} And does his outlook for the economic future for 
Namibia fit in with the outlook of the members of 
SWAPO who will be active in the election campaign? 


[Geingob] There are no two SWAPO's or three SWA- 
PO's. There is only one SWAPO. 


[Isaacs] Now, outside Namibia, for example, the UN 
[United Nations] has said that SWAPO is the sole 
representative of the Namibian people. Is this the case? 
Is this truly the case that it is only SWAPO which is the 
representative of the Namibian people? 


[Geingob] SWAPO decided and fought for the imple- 
mentation of [UN Resolution] 435. We know that when 
you are going to have elections there will be other 
groupings, and SWAPO decided because they desire to 
have a democratic outcome and agreed to the implemen- 
tation, meaning that it will be equal to other groupings. 
So, I don’t know why this question is being asked time 
and again. We could have easily said that we (?will have 
a Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] battle) where 
we could have talked about transfer of power to SWAPO, 
but we opted for democratic process, that of elections, 
and | think any person with common sense will realize 
that election means we will be equal. 


Further on SWAPO Election Plans 
MB1906151589 London BBC World Service in English 
1309 GMT 19 Jun 89 


[From the “24 Hours” program] 


[Text] The next stage in Namibia's path to independence 
has been accomplished with the return of some of the 
exiled leaders of the South-West African People’s Liber- 
ation Organization [SWAPO] from Angola. They arrived 
in the Namibian capital, Windhoek, last night and this 
morning started preparations for the election campaign 
which begins on | July. The director of SWAPO’'s 
election, Hage Geingob, was among them He gave Liz 
Model his reactions on returning to Namib.. after many 
years of exile. 


[Begin recording] [Geingob] | must say it was like a 
dream come true. I couldn't believe that I was touching 
down at Windhoek airport. I was so happy to come back 
after 27 years. I don’t know how to describe it really. | 
had to kiss the soil of Namibia. 
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[Model] Are you confident that all SWAPO members 
will now be able to return to Namibia safely under the 
UN auspices? 


|Geingob] Well, safety is one thing I cannot guarantee. 
Even yesterday, people had been shot at as they were 
going to the airport to meet us. So, that one, | am not 
quite sure; and intimidation is also rampant on the 
northern part of the country. 


[Model] Who was shooting at the people who were going 
to the airport to meet you? 


{Geingob] We do not know. Some people say whites; a 
car carrying four white people passed and shot at them. 


[Model] You say you are setting up the election machin- 
ery. Are you confident of success in the elections? 


[Geingob] Well, I am definitely confident, because we 
are not taking anything for granted. Our purpose of being 
here is to work hard, to work hard as if we were 
underdogs; so, that hard work must be rewardec. So, 
because of the hard work we are going to put in, I am 
confident we are going to win. 


[Model] Who do you see as your main opposition? 


[Geingob] Well, I would like to characterize the elections 
issue as between South African Government and 
SWAPO—the South African Government, which has 
been here in this country as a political power, and 
SWAPO, which has been a liberation movement all these 
years. So, it will be basically between South Africa and 
SWAPO and whoever is South Africa’s surrogate. So, I 
will think that it might be DTA [Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance] in this case. 


[Model] Do you believe that South Africa will let you get 
on and run the elections in the way you want to? After 
ail, South Africa has enormous economic controls over 
Namibia still, and it can very much threaten any success 
that you have. 


[Geingob] But why should South Africa actually be 
against SWAPO victory? SWAPO is a nationalist move- 
ment. We can guarantee peace in this country. We have 
made our economic policies known, that we are not 
hostile to foreign investments. We welcome them, but we 
must have new terms, of course; new agreements will be 
entered into. But why would South Africa actually be 
against a SWAPO government? 


[Model] Would you be prepared to work with the South 
African Government if you are elected? 


[Geingob] Well, as I said many times, it will depend on 
South Africa’s attitude and what happens to apartheid 
system there. We are the children of apartheid. We grew 
up under apartheid. So, what we are saying is that if we 
really believe in democracy and if one-man one-vote is 
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good for Namibia and it is democratic, it must also 
equally be applicable to South African situation. Same is 
true—if the free and fair elections are good for Namibia 
and it is democratic, the same must be done in South 
Africa, too. Apartheid has to be abolished for us to talk 
about relations in the future. [end recording] 


* SWAPO’s Geingob Notes Party Policies 
34199236b Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
18 Apr 89 pp 1,8 


{Article by Jean-Marc Poche; passages in slantlines pub- 
lished in English] 


[Text] Mauritius could be of great service in helping 
independent Namibia develop its agriculture. This is the 
opinion of Mr Hage Geingob, director of the /United 
Nations Institute for Namibia/ and campaign manager 
for SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organiza- 
tion], who left Mauritius today after a brief 2-day visit in 
our country. Yesterday, he had discussions with the 
minister of foreign affairs, Sir Satcam Boolell; the high 
commissioner of India, Mr K Bhargava; and the top 
leaders of the Mauritian Militant Movement, Dr Prem 
Nababsing and Mr Paul Berenger. He was able to pro- 
vide an overview of the incidents on | April in which 
SWAPO members clashed with South African soldiers. 
He also raised the possibilities of cooperation between 
Mauritius and Namibia after it becomes independent. 
Mr Geingob stated that he was pleased with the aid given 
to the SWAPO by Mauritius in regular contributions to 
the SWAPO’s support fund. 


SWAPO Will Win the General Elections 


Mr Hage G. Geingob declared that he was confident the 
SWAPO will win hands down the elections to take place 
under the supervision of UN forces. He did not, how- 
ever, rule out the possibility of an alliance with other 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Parties active in the Namibian interior. “We have always 
said that we have no conflict with Namibia's other 
political parties, with the exception of the parties in the 
bantustans.”” 


When asked about the economic policy advocated by his 
party, Mr Hage G. Geingob explained that the SWAPO 
plans to adopt a realistic policy. He emphasized that his 
movement is fully aware of /‘the South African colonial 
legacies’’/ it will inherit when Namibia becomes inde- 
pendent. It is evident that the SWAPO will have to fight 
for economic independence after achieving political 
independence. He pointed out, nonetheless, that South 
Africa is one of Namibia's largest neighbors. Conse- 
quently, he added, /*‘it will depend on South Africa what 
kind of relationship we should have, what kind of 
economic ties could be developed.”/ Neighbors, he 
stated, can co-exist. “Be that as it may, we will continue 
to condemn the policy of apartheid which is a crime 
against humanity.” 


In addition, having expressed his party’s desire to 
develop a mixed economy, Mr Hage Geingob at the same 
time believes the state should play a role in several areas 
and have control over a certain number of industries. 
“We will adhere to a policy that will enable the economy 
of Namibia to recover.” 


On the subject of potential relations with Mauritius, Mr 
Hage Geingob stated that once it assumes power, the 
SWAPO will solicit technical aid from Mauritius. In his 
view, Mauritius could share its agricultural knowledge. 
with regard to sugar production in particular. In addi- 
tion, he believes that Namibia will have an urgent need 
for teachers and doctors, among others. 
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